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much 
| Abuſe of which, has been as fatal to Mankind, 


REFLECTIONS 


UPON 


REA SON. 


HE Confaſion Bünder into our 
Language by the abuſe of Words, 
which have through length of 
Time been perverted from their 
natural and primitive Sighification, 


las deen learnedly obſerved, and ſincerely la- 


| rented by a* Right Reverend Prelate of our 


Church. I have often wiſhed that the ſame judi - 

cious Hand, that has endeavoured with uncom- 
mon Zeal to reſcue ſome Words from this la- 
mentable Abuſe, ſuch as Church, Religion, &c. 
would have alſo ſhewed ſome Regard to that 
perverted and abuſed Word Reaſon. The 


as prejudicial to the publick Peace, 
rereſts 


of Truth, as thoſe others whil 
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ced to defend it in a moſt unreaſonable Manner 
with Nonſenſe and Abſurdity. In ſhort there is 
ſcarce a Word in the Engliſh Tongue of a more 
general, uncertain, indeterminate Signification. 
Every wrong headed Mortal calls his Miſunder- 
ſtanding his Reaſon ; every Man's different Way 


of apprehenfing+or miſapprehending Things is 


Reaſon. So that there is no opinion ſo abſurd, no 


No tion ſo filly, no Poſition ſo monſtrous, but is de- 


fended and juſtified by Reaſon. And ſhould a Man 
of the ſineſt Underſtanding attempt to rectify the 
falſe Notions of one of theſe minute Philoſophers, 
ſhould he lay open his Sophiſtry, and endeavour 


to give him a right View of Things, he adheres. 


pertinaciouſly to his firſt falſe Judgment, and 
though he can neither anſwer the Arguments al- 
ledged againſt him, nor offer any in his own De- 
fence, but what have been clearly anſwered, 
Fer he abides by his Prejudices, which he calls 


his Reaſon, and in which he thinks himſelf bound 


co acquieſce. His Reaſon, he ſays, is his Guide, 


and he is bound to admit nothing, contrary to 


ir, but to oppoſe and reject it. Very right, and 


fo he is; bur if every Man ſhall call his own 
particular Way of thinking and judging by that 
oracular Name, he will make it the moſt uncer- . 
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mention that his Lordſhip would hereby have 
wWwonderfully obliged ſeveral of his Admirers, 
| , Gentlemen, who have heartily abjured 
Prieſtcraft, Bigotry, and flaviſtr Submiſſion to 
Authority, and boldly and reſolutely aſſert the 
+ Digniry of human Reaſon; yet for want of a 
right Underſtanding of the Word have been for- 


4 


tuin fallacious Thing in the World, for it mull be 
as various as the different Complexions, Educa- 
tions, Tempers, and almoſt. Features of thoſe 


* . 
s 


who pretend to it. The Reaſon of the meaneſt 


Mechanick or Labourer, is as gòod as that of a: 


Philoſopher or a Divine, and the Lunaticks in 
Moorfields have as good Pretenſions to it as the 
Gentlemen of the Royal Society; for as mad as 
they are, they think, and draw Concluſions, and 
very often as juſt, as ſome that are drawn by 
Great Pretenders to Reaſon and Philoſophy. 
Reaſon then in this Senſe is fo far from being a 
Rule, an infallible Standard of Truth, that it is 
a ſource of Error and Confuſion. It will there- 
fore be worth while to examine a little into the 
different Meanings of this obſcure equivocal 


Word, that we may proceed in our Reflexions 


upon it, with leſs Perplexity, by determining its 

reciſe Signification. whenever it occurs in the 
ame or different Senſes. Wb 

I. The firſt and moſt natural Meaning of the 
Word Reaſon, is the abſtracted ideal Truth of 
Things, or the Analog y that runs through the 
whole Syſtem of Nature; by which I mean thoſe 
certain Proportions, Connexions and Relations, 
that are between the ſeveral Ranks and Orders of 
Beings, and their Ideas, and thoſe Propofitions 
of eternal Truth, that ariſe from compounding 
and comparing their ſeveral Natures, Habitudes, 
and Relations: and this ideal Truth, this Analo- 
logy of Nature, is the Ratio, the Reaſon, the 
Nature, the Order, the Truth of: Things. We 
are to conſider, that the All. wiſe God, ' who 
125.0 „ 2 
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Plato calls The Great Geomttrician, compoſed 
the World in Number, Weight and Meaſure, 
with the moſt exact Harmony, the niceſt Sym- 
metry, the moſt delicare Proportion; every Part 
anſwering to Each other and. to the whole ſo 
exactly, that the Correſpondence ſhould be per- 
fectly regular, ſteady, and uniform: like a well 
wrought Machine, in which all the Parts are fo 


exquiſitely proportion d to each other that they 


readily anſwer the intention of the Artificer. 
And the Mechaniſm of every ſuch Structure is 
not improperly called its Ratio. In this Senfe 
Tully ſpeaks of the ſeveral Laws of Motion im- 
preſſed or implanted in the different Parts of Na- 
rure, thus in his Book De Natura Deornm, 1.2. 
p. 529. Ed. Gr. he ſpeaks of the aſfrorum ortus 
& occaſus, atque in omni æternitate ratos im- 
mutabileſque cus ſus, which Virgil in his Geor- 
gicks calls the Leges and Mterna Federa which 
Nature has impoſed on the ſeveral Parts of the 
vegetable World. And from this Ratus Ordo, 
ariſes the abſtracted Ratio or Nature of Things. 
So in all Arithmetical or Algebraic Problems, 
the Proportion betwixt the ſeveral Numbers upon 
which the Analyſis is formed, is called the Ra- 
tio of that Problem. In this Senſe Tully men- 
tions the Word, T. 2. p. 529. 6. Philip. 1 r. 
Where ſpeaking of that abſtracted Truth of 
Things, which is the Foundation of univerſal Ju- 
ſtice, Law and Equity; he ſays, Lex eft nibil 
aliud niſi recta d Numine Deorum tracta ra- 
tio, i. e. that the Equity of every Law is no- 
thing elſe but its agreement with that eſtabliſh d 
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Order and Analogy of Nature, which depends 
upon and anſwers. to. thoſe irchetypal Ideas aui 
- Truths that eternally exiſted in the Divine 
Mind. „ (Fire 
II. A ſecond and more obvious Senſe of the 
Word e ah is that Faculty of the Soul which 
we r y call the Underſtanding, whereby we 
are enabled to apprehend and judge of this ideal 
Truth, or the Relations and Proportions which 
the ſeveral Parts of Nature bear to each other; 
and this we properly call human Reaſon ; and 
theſe anſwer to each other as the Object and the 
Faculty. This ideal Truth is as properly the Ob- 
ject of the Underſtanding, as Light is of the 
Eye; and it is not to be doubted, but that the 
Underſtanding in its perfect State, in its original 
Purity, would as eaſily and naturally apprehend 
its proper Object, as the Eye rightly diſpoſed, 
would perceive any viſible Object at a due Di- 
ſtance, and thro' a due Medium. But as we find 
| by fad Experience, that we want this intuitive 
Knowledge, that we are ſo far from being able to 
comprehend the whole Syſtem of Truth, tbe 
Connexion, the Harmony, and Beauty of ideal "= 
Reaſon, that we can only take it by Parts, and 
enter into it by ſlow Degrees: Hence ariſes 
III. A third Senſe of the Word Reaſon; by 
Which we mean Argumentation, or that diſcur- 
ſive Progreſſion which we ate forced to make 
from one Idea to another by comparing their 
different Habitiades aud Relations, and inftrring 
one thing from another, in order to form Pro- 
Poſitions and deduce Conclaſiont, upon * 3 
2 | V 5 
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eral Subjects which we are endeavouring eithep + 
to apprehend or explain; and this produces 
IV. The fourth and loweſt Senſe of the Word, 
by which we underſtand the Medium or Method 
of Proof, which we are forced to uſe in explain- 
ing or defending the Truth of any 5 ition, 
1. e. When we prove the neceſſary Relation of 
two diſtant Ideas, by ſnewing the Relation each 
of them bears to a third. Thus if we could ima- 
Sine a Chain of infinite Length, it is plain that a 
finite Creature could take in no more by his Rea- 
ſon or his Senſes, than ſome few Links of it; but 
Were he to handle or draw one Link, he would 
quickly perceive that others at an inviſible Di- 
ſtance were united to it, and depended on it, 
by being united to ſeveral intermediate Links, 
which held them together. © 
V. Hence it appears, that Reaſon, abſtractedly 
conſidered, is nothing elſe but the Truth and 
Nature of Things. From whence. it follows, 
that the apprehenſion of Things otherwiſe.than 
they truly are in their own Nature, is not Nea- 
ſon, but Error and Miſtake, and that he who 
forms Propoſitions, and draws Conſequences 
from this erroneous Perception, does not rea- 
ſon, but trifle, plays the Fool, talks at random, 
diſputes in the Dark, like a blind Man reaſoning 
about Colours, or a deaf Man about Sounds, of 


q* 


no Idea or apprehenſion at all 
VI. That the human Underſtanding or Rea. 
Aon, in its original Perfection, is capable of ap- 


Prehending and judging of the Truth of Things, 
| : is 
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\Nor will chi kee de dened we by: ths 
| Meri of Reaſon, who ſer it up in its preſent fee- 
ble corrupt State, as the ſupreme infallible Judge 
of Truth; ſo that whatſoever their Reaſon -can- 
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for the Perception of Light, and viſible. Objects. . 


not 8 cannot for that Reaſon be true. 
e 


ritual, and in ſome Senſe Eternal, be the proper 
Object of human Rea/on, I ſhall not now en- 


quire; but that at preſent the moſt exalted Pitch 
of it is low and imperfect, its views ſhort and 


limited, its apprehenſions narrow and obſcure, 
is beyond all Diſpute certain. Were we to talk 
of Nainbers, Duration, and Space, and many 
other Subjects in Philoſophy, we ſhall ſoon 
perceive, that no finite created Underſtandings, 


nces of Things, which are ſpi- 


can have Ideas adequate to their infinite Natures. 


We way, perhaps, apprehend the Meaning of 
the Words, and make a ſhift to define or ex- 


lain what we mean, when we talk of them; 


but to comprehend them, to determine ox ex- 


plain their abſtracted Natures, is impoſſible. 


When we think or talk of Space, we can only 


"conceive a certain, indefinite Extenſion, and of 
that too we have no abſolute Idea, but a bare re- 
lative Notion, formed upon the Situation we 


dur ſelves ſtand in, when we reaſon or think 


know not, All that we conceive of abſolute 


about it; and though if we ſtretch our Imagina 
tion ever ſo fat, we may yet conceive ſpacg, be- 
'yond it, yet where to fix our ne f/us ulird we 
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and eternal £25. iy: is no more chan a certain 
ſmall Pittance or Portion of ir, without apy i 
terminate Bounds or Limits. So in Number 

we cannot compute or calculate ſo lo or 

:attentively, but we ſtill find more Numbers be- 
hind; which, if I may ſo expreſs my ſelf, f, are 13 
| capable of infinite Additions. All therefore 
that we ſeem to be capable of knowing, is the 
Fever: Habitudes and Relations that bone Parts 
-of Duration, Space, and Numbers, bear to each 
other upon which we reaſon, and from whence 
we draw Concluſions ; ; and yet this oy © 
ro -imperfet as it is, is great enough to be t je 
ſteady Foundation of natural Religion and Mf. 


VT. Tho' the Soul has this innate Power of 
rehending and judging, yet it does got exert 
10 Yy a phy ſical or mechanical Neceſſit hin Cex - 


tain Difpofitions are required, to prepare A 


enable ir to judge aright of the ſeyeta 'ObjeGs 


and Truths propoſed to it. As the bodily. E ye. 
tho” made for the Perception of viſthle Gh jeckz, 5 
et cannot exert that Power, if it be Alerder ; 
J any Obſtruction of the Optick: 9 
on upon the Retina, if th 
placed at an undue Diſtance, or Viewed thro” a 
wrong Medium, in all theſe Caſes the Eye p. PR 
ceives nothing as it really is, its Perception 
confuſed and irregular, and the moſt” | f ful 
Aſſemblage of Figures would be noth n FO 
'Oddnels,  Diftorioh and Deformity. 'Julf fo it 
b age the Soul, if ir be under ff laghpoſ tion, 
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any moral or natural Diſorder, it apprehends, it 
Judges of nothing arigſ t. 
VII, "The moral Diſorders of the Soul, which 
| indiſpoſe. her for the ſearch and apprehenſion of 
Truth, are the Luſts of the Fleſh, and the Viees: 
and evil Habits of the Saul; by the formet, E 
mean Intemperance, Lewdneſs and all other In- 
ſtances of Debauchery; by the latter, Pride, 
Ambition, Malice, Coveroulack and ſuch like. 
That theſe Vices are in their own Nature Itre- 
gularities, or Deviations from the plain Duty of 
a rational Creature, is I hope too plain to need 
any Proof, being owned and condemned as ſuch 
by all the heathen Writers of Morality. The 


- 


fatal Effects of the former, upon the Minds and 
Underſtandings of Men, are very obvious, how 
they corrupt the Blood and Spirits, enfeeble and = 
dry the Brain, weaken and. deſtroy thoſe delicate 
Fibres, that compoſe the ſeveral Organs of Senſe, 
and, in a Word, ſhock and diſcomꝑoſe the whole 
animal Frame; and ſo intimate is the Union; {6 
cloſe the Dependence betwixt Soul and Bodys 
that the one cannot but be affected by the Diſor- 
ders of the other: The active Powers of the 
Soul ſeem to languiſh and Decay under the In- 
firmities of a crazy and diſtemper d Body. A 
Man may be lewd till he is as much paſt feeling. 
zz he is paſt Shame; and may drink, till her bas, 
in a literal Senſe waſhed. away his Senſes, and 
drown'd his Underſtanding. So alſo the more 
inward and ſpiritual Vices of Pride, Ambitions 
Revenge, Coverouſnels, and the like, have nd 


leſs drea ful Influence upon the Soul; they ſpread 
 * „% ... - _ 
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VIII. Having con | | 
hinder Men in the Search of Truth, 'and exer- 
ciſe of Reafon, it is next to be conſidered, what 
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a midnight Darkneſs and Obſcurity over all che 


inward Senſes, they cramp and fetter all the Fa- 


© 
* 
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culties, they peryert the Will, ſuborn the J 


ment, and'ſtupify the Underſtanding ; ada 50 5 10 | 


every Perception of the Soul is tincture 


the prevailing Vice; and a Man under this mo- 


Lincapacity, can no more diſcern the Reaſon 


Neertain Truths, the natural Beanty of certain 
Virtues, and deformity of certain Vices, than 3 
Man can diſcern the Colour, Figure and Dimen- 
ſions of certain Bodies, viewed thro” a wrong Me- 


dium, or at too great a Diſtance. 


ſidered the Impediments that 


are the proper Diſpoſitions required in à Lover 


of Truth,.a Philoſopher; a Free-Thinker. The 
_ firſt, and moſt neceſſary, are Sincerity, and In- 


duſtry. By the former, I mean, a hearty Deſire 


to diſcover and know the Truth, and Reſolution 


to find out and apply all the neceſſary Means 
t may conduce towards it. By the latter, I 
mean, that ſteady patient Uſe of Means, that 
he will not be diſcouraged by Difficulties that 
may occur in his Search; nor through Impatience, 
be tempred to draw haſty and precipitant Con, 
cluſions, before the Premiſſes haye been duly 
and impartially weighed and conſidered. | 


IX. Truth is the proper Food of the Under-. 
ſtanding, the true Nouriſhment of a rational 
Soul; and unleſs there be à kind of intellectual 


Hunger and Thirſt, an eager Appetite of the 
Soul, it will either not labour at all, or very faint- 
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iy and unfucceſsfully in purſult of its Nomiſn- 
- ment. That Soul can never diſcover the Truth, 


who-is a profeſſed Friend and Advocate for B- 


ror. . So there are ſome that /ove Darkneſs r. 


ther than Light, becauſe their Deeds are evils. 


for every one that doth Evil, hateth the 1 


neither cometh to the Light, that his 
may nat be revealed. Suc 

ral Incapacity of perceiving Truth, as he that 
obſtinately ſhuts his Eyes, is of perceiving Light. 


Every Prejudice, every Attachment to his In- 
tereſt, his Paſſions, his Vanity, or his Pride, is 
2 Step to a total Eclipſe of the Underſtanding, 


to a judicial Blindneſs, and hardneſs of Heart. 
The Soul muſt be in earneſt, and ſincerely reſalyt 


not to be wanting to it ſelf, in a due and proper 


Uſe of all the neceſſary Means, that God and 
Nature ory pres out, in order to obtain: the 
End propoſ * | Nute 1 

X. The ſecond Diſpoſition is Jnduſtry, which 


will oblige a Man ſteadily and patiently to pur- 


ſue the appointed Means. Truth is not to be 
found by rhe Lazy and Indoleat, ſhe flies from 


the Sluggard, and will be found only by thoſe 
who diligently ſeek her; who. ſeek for her as 


for Silver, and ſearch for her as for hid Trea- 


fares. This is the neceſſary, the only Method 


af attaining to any particular Art or Science, 


whether Mathematicks, - Philoſophy or Lan- 


guages. That a Man cannot be taught againſt 
his Will is certain, and tho' his Inclination-be 


good, yet if he be either too volatile to fix his 
Attentiop, or too lazy or negligent, to go tu!“ 


the 


2 


a Man is under a. 
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the neceſſary Rudiments and Forms of Inſtrucłt 
ons, it is morally impoſſible. he ſhould ever make 
an Progreſs, much leſs arrive at any Perfection. 
The Child that will not, or cannot be taught His 


Alphabet, can never be taught the Uſe of it. 


A young Well-wiſher to the Mathematicks, that 
will not firſt learn the plain Definition of Points, 
Lines, Figures, and Dimenſions, can never be 
caught the Uſe of them; and though he ſhould 
proceed ſo far, but through Lazineſs, and want 


of application, will proceed no further, he will 


be as great a Stranger to mathematical Learning, 
as unable to apprehend the Force or Uſe of a 
Demonſtration, as he that has never known any 
ig of che Mr.. 

XI. Let us now ſuppoſe one of theſe ſuperficial 
Smatterers, who has juſt Learning enough, to 
diſtinguiſh a Point from a Line, a Circle from: 


Triangle; let us ſuppoſe ſuch a one, hearing 


ſome of the great Genius's of the laſt, or preſent 
Age, talking over the ſtupendous Diſcoveries 
they have made in the Secrets of Nature; This 
would be all Jargon, (or if you pleaſe Myſtery) 
to him. Let us ſuppoſe him to have a much 
better Eſtate than all of them together, and a 
handſomer Face than any of em; allow him 
to be a Youth of Fire and Vivacity, a ready 
Speaker, full of Wit and Repartee, a Favourite 
of all the merry Fellows, and the Darling of 

the Ladies, and in a Word, 4 very pretty 
Gentleman. Upon the Merit of all theſe Ac- 
compliſhments, let us ſuppoſe him, with a po- 
lite Sneer, deſpiſing them as a Pack of queer 
out 0 the Way Mortals, and magiſterially de- 
. claring 


; — | | 


RMS . 
claring, that all that they have been fayi „is 
arne Jargon 10d 65e 
Nonſenſe; ſhould they grayely reply to hip, 
that they can a hing ther 
'haye fajd to be true, and vouchſabe to gre hip 
a Demonſtration, of any one thing he has begp 
pleas'd to call in queſtion, the Force of, which, 
Ii for want of Genius or Learning cannatappro- 
hend. He has nothing further to ſay, hut that 
it is againſt his Reaſon; chat bis Reaſon, which 
is as good as theirs, tells him to the contrary ; 
that his Reaſon is to be his Guide, and that np 


Man's Authority ſhall perſuade. him to. beljeye - 


any thing contrary to it; that he has as good a 
Right to judge for himſelf, as they have, and 
that therefore he will never pin "his Faith upon 
Their Sleeves, (according to. the Cant gf our 
Free. Tbinkers.] As for them, they may poſſi- 

ly, thro' Prejudice of Education, belieye, whar 
hey ſay to be true, or elſe, that for ſome By- 
Ends of their ow, to procure and enjoy good 
Salaries, annexed to Profeſſorſhips, or to main- 
tain a fancy d Superiority over their Berters, they 
may ĩimpoſe upon them, What they do not be- 
lieye themſelyes, What Treatment, can we 
imagine, ſuch a Pretender ro Reaſon and F ree- | 
dom of Thought would deſerve ? Surely not to 
be ſeriouſly dealt with, bur to be conſidered as 
. Child or an Idiot, and treated accordingly, 


With Pity and Contempt. 


— * 1 18189 OT 
128 il $ ridicutous. and eee thi 
Suppoſition may appear, yet it is exactly, Pa- 
nale to che Bulk of thoſe among us, who 725 
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diſtinguiſh themſelves from the reſt of Mankind 
as | hetd of Prieſt-ridden Bigots, by the Style 


and Title of Free Thinkers in Religion: Which ' 
_ conſidered as a Science, or the Knowledge of + 


divine Truth, muſt be learnt by the ſame Me- 
thod, the ſame Ptogreſſion from Definitions, te 
firſt Principles or Axioms, and thence to Con- 
cluſions, as other Sciences are. The ſame ſincere 
Deſire to be taught, the ſame Freedom from Pre- 
judices, the fame Induſtry and Application, the 
fame Ingenuity of Temper, and readineſs to re- 
ceive and ſubmit to proper Evidence, ate requi- 
Ted to apprehend and judge of divine Truths, as 
of 712 in Mathematicks and Philoſopby. He 
therefore, who pretends to bert himſelf to cel 
Enquiries, without theſe neceſſary Diſpoſitions, 
may be ever Learning, and never come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth. The Man whoſe 
Heart is wedded to his Luſts, who is attached to 


ſome darling Sin, who is fond of ſome gainful 


Error, which he is unwilling to have detected 
and expoſed, has bribed his Judgment before- 


hand, not to believe any Evidence that makes 


ainſt him. Like a corrupt Judge, or a partial 
Tay, they determine bilire 55 hear che Me- 
rits of the Cauſe, et iamſi perſuadebis, non ta- 
men perſuaſerts, They reſolve never to believe 
any Doctrine to be true, which they could wiſh 
to be falſe, Here we have a young Libertine en- 


tred early into the faſhionable Vices of the Age, 
to which he entirely devotes his Hours of Lei- 
are and Pleaſure; he has, perhaps, an Ambition 


ro 


eſs themſelves the only Patrons of Reaſon, . atid - MW 


Figure in a Party, is bent upon raiſing his For- 
tune, and acquiring Poſts and Titles of Honour; 
or if he has not this Ambition, he is perhaps fond 
of the bean Monde, has his Heart ſet upon the 
Vanity of Drels, Gallantry, and Equipage, de- 
lights in Intrigue, and piques himſelf upon _ 
well with the Ladies and Men of Pleaſure. 


ſtances of Life, 'can find no Leiſure to enter 
into abſtracted Norions, that require much 
Thought, give him many Pangs, and interrupt 


the profeſſed Buſineſs of his Life. But becauſe 5 


Atheiſm has an ungenteel, unfaſhionable Sound, 


tells him there muſt be ſomething in that Word 
Religion, which the World has been fo long dil- 
-pating about; he therefore takes up ſome few 
undeniable firſt Principles, which he finds are 
not to be diſputed, and from them draws a few 


undigeſted Conſequences of his own, and forme 
a little Syſtem of Truth, as he calls it, that ma 


neither diſturb his Pleaſures nor interfere wit 


his Intereſt, which he defends by little ſophiſti- 


cal Arts of wrangling, which he and his Brethren 
call Reaſoning. Should he by chance under the 
qualms of a Debauch, a fit of the Spleen, ſome 
little Mortifications of Sickneſs, Loſſes or Diſ- 
appointments, for want of Company, or fome- 
thing to do, give himlelf leave to read in that 
old Book the Bible; he there finds certain four 
old faſhion'd Precepts, that forbid him the irre- 
gular Gratifications of _ warm Appetites he 


Man under rheſe Engagements, and Circum- 


and his Conſcience, whenever it is confalted, 


has 
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has about him, the Purſuit of ſeveral Objects which 
be has in view; there he finds ſtrange Stories of a 
Future Judgment, a World io come, an Eterni- 
ä ty of Happineſs and Miſery, as the Reward and 
. Puniſhment of certain Things done in the Fleſh. 
"Theſe ſtartle him and diſturb. his Quiet, he fears 
| 


the Event, but hopes it may not be true; with 
this View he reads, to find it he can diſcover in 
| this Book, any Marks of Falſhood, any thing 
| . that looks incredible, that is inconſiſtent with his 
þ Reaſon. And when he finds accounts of cer- 
j tain Miracles, that ſurpaſs his Underſtanding, and 
puzzle his Reaſon, and certain Truths required 
N to be believed, which he can ſee no reaſon for, 
f he immediately concludes without more ado, that 
this is all Cheat and Impoſture; and ſince both + 
the Precepts and Doctrines are all in the ſame 
Book, he concludes they muſt be all of the ſame 
Stamp, and therefore rejects the whole, recovers 
his former Tranquilliry, and from rhenceforth 
commences Free-Thinker. Like my young 
Mathematician, who before he had gone thro” 
the Firſt Book of Euclid, ſhould meet with Bi- 
ſhop /7iin's Mathematical Magick, in which 
he ſhould find ſeveral amazing Things, which 
vaſtly ſurpaſs his Underſtanding, and ſeem con- 
trary to what he calls his Reaſon; he therefore 
ſtops ſnort, throws away his Book, pronounces 
all to be Nonſence and Abſurdity, and that the 
Profeſſors are a pack of Cheats combined toge- 
ther, to abuſe honeſt Gentlemen, and make them 
renounce their Reaſon; which, as a true Britiſh 


Proteſtant he reſolves to maintain, and aſſert tbe 
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Right of his private Judgment, againſt all Arbi- 


trary and tyrannical Impoſitions whatſoever. 

XIII. And here I appeal to thefe Patrons of 
Reaſon, and Free- Thinking, I deſire them to 
knock at their Conſciences, if they are not paſt 
feeling, and ask them ingenuonfly whether this 
be not their Care; whether the true Reaſon of 
their profeſs d Oppoſition to Religion, be not 
(what Mr. Hobbs long ago confeſs d) becauſe 
Religion is againſt them. Do they ever retire 
from the World, and think ſeriouſly of thoſe 
Truths which they oppoſe ? Do they ever take 


half the Pains to examine the Grounds of any 
'one Principle in Religion, as to underſtand their 


ſeveral Profeſſions, ro make their Fortunes, or 
to manage an Intrigue ? Is not their whole time 


divided betwixt their Buſineſs and their Pleaſure? 
Or rather, is not Pleaſure the great Buſineſs of 
their Lives ? How elſe comes it to pals, that ſe- 


veral very pretty Gentlemen take upon them to 


ridicule the Scriptures, who are not able to read 


a Chapter in them; and to charge them with 
Contradictions, without being able to explain or 
ſpell that very hard Word: Who yet can talk 


well of the Buſineſs of the World, Politicks, 
Campaigns, military Diſcipline, Dreſs, Maſque- 


rades, the Park, the Play-Houſe and the Draw- 
ing-Room: Who can write a clean billet dbux, 
ſing a French Song with a good manner, and 
dance with a very good Air. Theſe are not the 


Diverſions, but the whole Buſineſs, the Employ- 


ment of moſt of the gay Vouth about this 8 


feat 


Town, who take ſome Part of Solomsy's Ad- 


C 2 | 5 vice, 


_— Tee} _ 
vice, They rejayce in their Touth,. and det ther 
Hearts chear them in the Days of their Touth, © 
they walk in the Ways af their Heart, andthe 
Sight of their Eyes; but they conſider nat, that 
for all theſe Things God will bring them into 
Judgment, neither indeed is God in all their 
t 16136088 
XIV. Ay, but ſay they, we have among us, 
Men of Gravity and Morality, Sobriety and 
Temperance ; Men that have out lived the Vio- 
lence of their youthful Paſſions, who therefore 
have Leiſure to think calmly and rationally of 
theſe Matters, and who talk ſoberly and delibe- 
rately; not in the Heat of Paſſion, or over a 
Bottle, but over a grave Pipe, and a Diſh of 
Coffee. This is very true, and I myſelf have 
the Honour to be acquainted with a whole Clan 
of them, who meet regularly at certain Seaſons, 
for the Propagation of Infidelity and Free- 
dom of Thought; and as good a Reaſon may 
be given for their Ignorance in Religion, as in 
Opticks or Navigation; in ſhort, they never 
learnt it, nor ever thought ſeriouſly about it. 
Many of them, tis true, are ſober Men, for 
they dare not be otherwiſe; moſt of them have 
contracted ſome genteel Infirmitics from the Sins 
of their Vouth, which keep them in ſome Sort 
of Decency; they have heard, and know not 
but it may be true, that there is a Judgment to 
come, and an eternal Life of Happineſs and Mi- 
ſery after this, and knowing that their Health de- 
pends upon their Regularity, they are very care- 
ful to keep on this Side the Grave, not knowing 
| hat 


N % 
.* 


Reſult of my 
ether odd Characters that have fallen in my Way, 
is this, that I never yet met with an old Unbe- 
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what may be on the other: In one Word, the 


Obſervations upon theſe, and ſome 


liever, who was not alſo an old Sinne. 
NV. But ſuppoſing that there are ſome amongſt 
them, whoſe Prejudices are not fo deeply rooted, 
who have Capacity and Ingenuity enough to to- 
ceive Inſtruction, and enter fairly into a Thread 
of impartial Reaſoning. I ſhall therefore, in the 
next Place, endeavour to ſhew; that there is no- 
thing in Religion, either Natural or Revealed, 
contrary to Reaſon, nothing that contradicts 
the Nature and Truth of Things. As for the 
chief Heads of natural Religion; ſuch as the 
Exiſtence of a God, the Immortality of the Soul, 
and a future State; I do not remember ever to 
have heard them openly oppos d upon the Foot 
of Reaſon, tho ſometimes ſlyly banter'd, by 
Men, who if they had imagined, that any thing 
that had the Face of Reaſon, could have been 
urged againſt them, would not have failed to 
have done it; I ſhall thereſore take them for 
granted, till I hear they are diſputed. The no- 


ceſſary Duties of Obedience, Putity, Prayer, Oc. 
due to a Being of infinite Goodneſs and perfecki- 


on, which are implyed in the natural Jara We 
have of God, follow by plain and undeniable 


Conſequence. The Duties of Humanity, Ju- 
ſtice, and Mercy to one another, as Creatures 
of the fame God, and Partakers of the ſame 
common Nature, cannot he denied to be entire- 
4y agreeable and conſiſtent with common Reaſon.” 

Whence 
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Whence the andcae; Morals: of 5 been 


_ World, T7 > Ay Socrates, Plato, Tully, 86. © 


firſt — them, and taught them as the ne- 
ceſſary Reſult of Right Reaſon. Bur the. Diffi-. 
culty 1 puzzles them moſt, is the Buſineſs 
of Revealed — Before I enter upon this 


Part of the Queſtion, I beg leave to lay down 


theſe few Poſtulata, which I have already ſup- 
poſed will be granted without farther Proof, by 


every impartial Reaſoner, and Free. Thinker, 
(as for the Patrons of the Pantheiſtict Scheme, 


they are at preſent out of the Queſtion.) 


1. That there is a God. 
2. That this God is a Being of infinite Good 
neſs, Wiſdom, and Power. 
3. That this God made all Things 
4. That Man was created Immortal. 


I theſe Poſtulata be not contrary to Reaſon, 
or the Nature of Things, as I am ſure it is de- 
monſtrable they are not; I ſhall from thence un- 
dertake to prove, as briefly as poſſible, that there 
is nothing in the Books of the Old and New 


| Teſtament contrary to Reaſon, i. e. in plainer 
Words, there is nothing in them that — 
the common and obvious Notions of Truth; 
that there is no Abſurdity, like what we in 
other Caſes agree to call a Contradiction; ſuch 


as, that the Part is greater than the Whole; ; 
that the ſame Propoſition, in the fame Senſe, 


and in the ſame Reſpect, can be true and falſe 
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at the ſame. Time; char rwo and three are not 
equal to five, and ſuch like. 


= 2 o( {1 2003 
XVI. If God he a Being of infinite Goods 


: . 


neſs, and created Man to live for ever, he cer- 


- tainly. deſigned him to be. happy for ever; for 


toicreate him for eternal Miſery would be incon+ = 
fiſtent with infinite Goodneſs. This Happinels 


muſt, be the Reſult and Reward of Obedience, 


| becauſe the Happineſs of a Creature muſt depend 


upon the Favour and Protection of its firſt Caule, 
If the Happineſs of a Creature, depend . 
the Favour of its Creator, it is highly reaſonable, 
that it ſhould know the Will of its Creator, and 
the Terms of Obedience required of it, that it 
might know how to ſerve him, and obey him as 
it ought to do; and by conſequence, it is not 
unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that he would, being in- 
finitely Good, and that he could, being infinite- 
ly Wiſe and Powerful, reveal his Will to them, 


by ſome Means or other, that they might know 
it and do it; and that what he would do, and 


could do, he certaioly has done, is highly agree- 


able to Rea/on, that they may be without Ex- 
cuſe, who are punilhed for their Diſobedience. 


That the Books which we call the Holy Scrip- 
ture, are that Will of God revealed to Mankind, 
is not contrary to Reaſon, becauſe there is no- 
thing in the Books themſelves that contradicts 


Reaſon. I do not here pretend to enter into 


the poſitive Proofs of the Excellency and Divini- 
ty of thoſe Holy Books, which has been admira- 


bly and juſtly done by many able Writers, bot 


Ancient and Modern; nor to explain by A 
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: vole of Nature, but to all other E Re- 


the ſeveral ſublime deb g 
them, that is not my preſent 


e 


ly to ſhow theſe Men of Reaſon, mT they are ; 


not affected by their Prejudices againſt them, 


convinced of this, the Way 
monſtrate the poſitive Excellency of thoſe Holy 
Books, and their Preference, not only to the 


tions or Doctrines whatſoever. 
XVII. To dion this, I ſhall oonſider e 


Holy Scripture : 


- x. With regard to ts Hiſtory, 
2, Its Miracles. 
3. Its Precepts. 
4. Its Myſteries. 


1. The firſt Difficulty that occurs in the Hi- 
ſtory of Scripture, is, that of the Creation and 
Fall of Man. And in' this there appears nothing 


_ contrary to Reaſon. That a God of infinite Po- 


wer ſhould create a Being in his own Image to 
artake of all his communicable Attributes and 
erfections is ſo far from being contrary to Rea- 


Power infinite, and limited at the fame time. 


Beſides, ſince there are ſuch Creatures in the 
World, whence had they their Beginning, but 
| Som the creativg Power of the Almighty ? To 


fay 


opt Ke $ 4 


that there are none of theſe Abſurdities and Con - 
tradictions to be found there, which they weakly, 
and wiekedly imagine, and when they are once 
will be clear to de- 


6 
Ferrer i. 


for, that it would be a Contradiction to aſſert 
the contrary : for that would be to ſuppoſe his 
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ay that they created themſelves, would be con- 


be the Cauſe and Effect of it ſelf; and to ſay 


that they exiſted from all Eternity, would be to 
make them Gods, and not Creatures. But then 
we are told, that Man was created much more 
happy and perfect, than we ſee him at preſent, 
and that by his Tranſgreſſion of the Commands 
of his Maker, he forfeited and loſt this Happi- 
neſs for himſelf and his Poſterity; and pray What 
is there in this contrary to Reaſon : For it is 
not my preſent Buſineſs to account for the Nea. 


ſon of it, or reconcile it to Reaſon, that is ano- 


ther Province. Is it any Contradiction to ſup- 
ſe that God could make a Creature, and endue 
im with Freedom of Will, and put him into a 
happy State of Probation, which he might ſe- 
cure to himſelf and his Poſterity, by his Obe- 


dience, or forfeit by the Abuſe of his Liberty? 
Is not Dependence included in the very Idea of 
a Creature ? Does not Dependence of any Crea- 


ture, in its natural State, ſuppoſe Infirmity, Mu- 
tability, or a poſſibility of falling or changing? 
Surely there is no Abſurdity in this; but to aſſert 
the contrary; is a direct Contradiction in Terme. 
But ſay they, Adam not only forfeited for him- 


ſelf, but for all his Poſterity. The Children 


that were yet unborn are puniſhed, ' though 
guiltleſs, for the Tranſgreſſions of their firſt Pa- 
rents; which ſeems highly unjuſt and unreaſon- 
able. To this it may be anſwered, that with- 


out all queſtion, Adam knew the Conſequence 


of his Franſgreſſion, that it would affect his 
bl | D Poſterity, 
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conſider the Relation to their Creator, God 
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Poſterity, whoſe relation to him, is perbafe 
deeper and more intimate, than the common 


| * concerning the Origin of Souls, is 


t to . Why, therefore, is it more ab- 
urd to ſuppoſe, that a Parent who knows that 
the Happineſs of his Poſterity, as well as his 
own, depends upon certain Terms of Obedience, 
ſhould, by violating thoſe Laws, involve himſelf 
and them in Condemnation; than that an extra- 
vagant Father, by careleſly ſpending a good 

ſtate, may leave his Children Beggars: Or that 
by breaking and debauching a good Conſtitution, 
by Lewdneſs and Intemperance, he may ſo 
weaken the Stamina vitæ, and corrupt the ſemi- 
nal Principles, as to entail an Hereditary Laue: 
upon his lateſt Poſterity. In ſhort, fo. intimate 
is the Relation, fo cloſe the Dependence between 
us and our firſt Parents, that in the natural 
Courſe and Order of Things, (without ſuppoſing 
any judicial Guile imputed to us by God) it is 
no more unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Poſte- 
rity of Adam ſhould be infected by his Fall, 
than that a four Fountain ſhould ſend forth ſour 
Warers; or that a Crab-Tree ſhould produce 
four Fruit, for who car bring a clean Thing out 
of *Onclean! And that this is the Caſe af all 
the Sons of Adam, that they are at preſent in a 
fallen corrupt State, that all rhe Faculties and 


Powers of their Souls and Bodies are enftebled, 
and funk below the original Perfection, in which 


their firſt Parent was created, and for which 
were deſigned, is more than probable; if we 


bleſſed 
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blefſed for evermore, infinitely Wiſe, Juſt, and 


Good, Who dould have no other Inducement to 


create Man; but the overflowings of his inſinite 
Goodneſs; who therefore, doubtleſs, created 


him in ſuch Perfection, and with ſuch Abilities, 


that nothing but his own Fault could make him 
miſerable. - Can we conceive, that a Creature 
could come out of the Hands of an infinitely 
Powerful, Wiſe, and good Creator, fo miſerable, 
ſo helpleſs, fo ignorant as we ſee him at preſent! 
The Free-Thinkers in the heathen World thought 
otherwiſe, who though they had no explicit No- 
tion of fuch a Lapſe 


„as the Holy Scriptures ment» 
tion, yet concluded we were in a preternatutal 
imperſect State, and aſſerted the Neceſſity of 
divine Aſſiſtance, to bring us to that Pitch of 
Wiſdom, Virtue, and Happineſs, which is the 
proper Perfection of our Natures: And can we 
imagine, that he who made us, gave us not that 


— Perfection, and all the Helps and Aſſi- 


nces, that were neceſſary to ſecure and preſerve 
it, except immutability? Which is contradictory 


to the Idea of a Creature, that he ſhould be leit 


at Liberty to chuſe che Good, and refufe the Exil, 
agreeable to Rea ſon, that his Obe- 
diente might be more rational, and his Service 
more meritorious. Plato in his Alcibiades talks 
ſo feelingly of human Ignorance and Infirmities, 
and of the Neceflity of a Director from Heaver, 
to teach us the true Nature of Prayer and Devo- 
tion; that ſome learned Men have concluded he. 
thereby bore Teftimony to the Fall of Man, and 
the Neceſſity of a Saviour to teſtore him. From 
* | D 2 this 


* 


128 
this Notion came all their moral Philoſonhy, 
which was intended to improve and perfect their 
Nature; hence all their Laws about Civil Go- 
vernment, and all their other Arts of Politeneſs 


or Neceſſity, were aſcrihed to ſome divine Po- 


wers, who enlightned human Ignorance, and 
ſtrengthened their Infirmities. Thus Nama had 


his Egeria, Lycurgus bis divine Director, and 

Socrates his Demon, and all the Poets their reſ- 

pective Deities, who at once inſpired and 175 
ing 


verned the Poetick Flame; by all this confe 
the Impotence and Ignorance of human Nature, 


and the Neceſſity of having Recourſe to ſome 


ſuperior Light to guide us into the Way of Truth; 
and ſome greater Power than our own, to ena- 
ble us to follow its Direction. Not to ſay that 
the Doctrine of the Pre-exiſtence of Souls, which 
was that of the Pythagorick and Platonick 
Schools, as well as the CHaldaic and Ag yptian, 
from whence theirs was derived, is in Effect the 


very ſame Doctrine which the Holy Scripture 


has more plainly taught, 


XVIII. The next Difficulty in Scripture Hi- 
ſtory, is Noah's Flood. Here they cavil again, 


and cannot reconcile to their Reaſon, that im- 


menſe Quantity of Waters that covered the Face 
of the Earth, nor imagine whence they came: 
But what is this to the Purpoſe ? There is no 

Abſurdity, no Contradiction to ſuppoſe, that he 
who made the World, and commands all the 
Powers of Nature, could from many ſecret and 
unknown Reſervoirs, bring Water enough to 

deſtroy a diſobedient People. As for the _ 
1 arts 
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Parts of Holy Story, the DeſtruQtion of Sodom; | 


the Law, the Hiſtory of the Judges and Kings 
of 1/rael and Judah, the ſeveral Captivities and 


of Xerxes, Alexander and Julius Ceſar, are 
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EN 


* ** N 
* 
* 


the Adventures of the Patriarchs, the giving of 


Reſtorations of the Fews ; they ſtand upon the 
fame, Foot of Evidence and Credibility that 
other prophane Hiſtory does. The Expedition 


as incredible as any of theſe. But as I am very 
ſenſible their Spleen is not ſo much directed a- 
gainſt the Series of hiſtorical Facts, as againſt 


the wonderful and miraculous Circumſtances that 
are intermixt with them; I ſhall therefore pro- 


* 


ceed, 0 


XIX. 2. To the Miracles recorded in Holy 
Scripture; theſe being only Circumſtances of 


| certain Facts recorded and well atteſted, maſt 


have the ſame Degree of Credibility with the Facts 
themſelves: That the Facts are as well atteſted 
as any Part of prophane Story, will (I preſume) 
nor be queſtion'd by any one, who has read and 
conſider d Mr. Leſly's Short. Method with the 
Deiſts. And why the Circumſtances ſhould be 
diſputed as incredible and unreaſonable, I cannot 
ſee: In ſhort, let our Adverſaries produce one 


' miraculous Story in Scripture, that contradicts 


the Nature of Things, or that Omniporence can» 
not produce; and we will then undertake a par- 
ticular Proof of it. Nor can this be thought 
evading the Queſtion; for when they ask, how 


can theſe Things be? How are theſe wonderful 


and ſupernatural Effects to be accounted for? 
I freely anſwer, Icannot tell: We know not the 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral Springs and Powers, even of created Na : | 


tore; we are unacquainted with the diſtinct Pro- 
__ the ſeveral Clafſes of Beings, ' and 
efore cannot tell how far they are capable of 
acting. But this we know, that they are all in 
the Hand of God, who can ſuſpend the ordina- 
ry Laus of Nature, and alter their ſeveral Courſes 
whenſoever it pleaſes him; and this is to a demon- 
ſtration certain, that to a Being of inſinite Power, 
nothing is impoſſible. I come now to 
XX. 3. The doctrinal Precepts of Scri 85 
And here I expect to be immediately ask d, to 
what purpoſe did God ordain the ſeveral bloody 
and coſtly Sacrifices of the Jewiſh Church, ſa 
many Feſtivals, the painful Rite of Circumciſion, 
and in ſhort, the whole Yoak of Jewiſh Cere- 
monies; a Burden fo great, that even St. Paul 
himſelf pronounces, that neither they, nor their 
Fathers were able to bear them? To this again, 
T anſwer, {as a Man of Reaſon) I cannot tell. 
Who knows ſo well the particular Circum. 
ſtances of that People, or the ſectet and un- 
ſearchable Defigns of Providence, in the Inſti- 
tution of them; as to pretend to explain the par- 
ticular Reaſons of all or either of them? But is 
it contrary to Neaſon that they ſhould be fo or- 
 dained? Had they not been commanded from 
Heaven, it is not very probable they would have - 
ſubmitted to them. To this F expect it will be 
replyed, that that was nothing more than Prieſt-- 
craft, the lucrative Inventions of cunning 
Prieſts to enflave the People, and grow Fat upon 
their Oblations ; That this has been an old 
IA Trick 


* 
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1572 
- 4 Trick among Prieſts of all Retigians. The Ta- 
: Lapoins, the Derviges, and the whole Catalogus 
of Mr. Talaud's holy Cheats. But pray, Gen- 
tlemen, oonſider that the Command of Circum« 
ciſion was given to an honeſt old Country Gen · 
tleman 430 Years: before any legal Pricſfthoad 
was eſtabliſhod, one that was ſo far from having 
282 to impoſe upon the World, or put 
Mankind to any unneceſſary Pain or E | 
chat he practiſed upon no Body but himſelf ang 
Family: He, though 99 Years of Age, ſubmits. 
ted to the painful Operation, which one would 
think he ſhould never have done, without a very 
good Reaſon ; Nor could he have the leaſt Hope 
or Intention, of making Proſelytes to ſo bloe 
nan Inſtitution, or making himſelf the Head and 
Director of a Party, by this means, ſince he 
was not in his own Country, among his own | 
Friends and Dependants, who might poſlibly g 
AY - — or Exam» 
. 3 but he Was in a Itrange Country, among a 
| — Free- thinting People; and tho we read 
indeed, that the Sichemites ſubmitted to it, et 
it was not upon a religious View: but they did 
it by the Perſuaſion of their Prince, to oblige his 
amoroeus Son and Heir, and to encourage that 
boneſt laborious People to live and ſettle among 
1 them, As for the Buſineſs of Sacrifices, they 
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: wete ſo far from being the Contrivance of the 

5 Prieſts, that it is eaſy ra trace their Antiquity us | 
; the very Time of Adam's Fall. Dr. Cave con · | 
4 jectures, that the: Euchar iſtical Ohlation of the 

' Fruits of the Earth, might be uſed in the Times 

4 2 245 : 


of «| 
* 


- : d wy N m N * 1 . — 8 9 C : 
* ' ; K by * bu 1 * o 
* 0 N 
* * * 
* * | 
* @ * 
* 


pure natural Gratitude; and Men ſo well verſed 
in Hiſtory and polite Learning, as our Adverſa- 


ſhew us any civilized Nation, that did not offer 
Sacrifices to their reſpective Deities. They can- 
not but know, that there was as much Reaſow ©. 
and good Senſe, as much Politeneſs, and Free- 
dom of Thought, in ancient Greece and Rome, 
as at preſent in Greazt-Britazin ; yet that this, 
amongſt other Inſtances of religious Worlhip, 
was known to be a conſtant Part of their Deyo-' 
tion. As for Times and Places peculiarly appro- 
priated to the ſeveral Parts of religious Worb, , 
they are ſuch neceſſary Circumſtances, that he 
have a very particular Sort of Reaſon, who 
can ſeparate the one from the other. If we come 
no to the judicial Precepts, we ſhall be fo far 
from finding there any thing contrary to Res- 
Fon, that, on the other hand, the greateſt Part of 
them, (not to fay the whole) ſeem to be founded 
on the ſtricteſt and moſt obvious Notions of na- 
tural Juſtice and Equity: Such were the Laws 
about Servants, Man aughter, curſing of Pa. 
rents, Theft, Damage, Treſpaſſes, Borrow: _ 
ing, Fornication, &c. As for the moral Pre 
cepts included in the Ten Commandments ;- and 
that fuller Explanation of them given by our 
Bleſſed Lord in his Sermon on the Mount; Ido 
not remember that ever I have heard them char: 
ged with Unreaſonableneſs or Abſurdity, and 
therefore ſhall' take it for granted they are 


not. 
3 XXI. 
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XXI. 4. Bur the greateſt Difficulty is ail be. 
hind; and ehat is t 530 Mute eie of het 527 
certain unintelligible Fr wi bret en 
us as Articles of Faith, which n b Wente an 
can explaiti or com pretend; and yet We are cold, 
that theſe ite gecellat to be belleved order 
to Salyacioti, which ſeems very abſurd a and ynrea- 
er Aud here I miſt remiſe a very nece- 
y Diſtinction, tho”'yer) ch e debe 80 f 
— lare Scribblers, betwix being 465 Þ 
Reaſon, add contrary to it. de ſhortneſs atid 
weskneſs of our Underſtandings, cannot com- 
pens or explain many, Thing s that 19 17 5 _ 
ly and demonſtrably certain; but no Man i 
will be fo weak as ed disbelieve his Senſes, 55 
deny the Certainty of ſeveral Effects in Natuje, 
becauſe he cannot explain their ſeveral Cauſes, 
nor the exat Meth „Keaſon, and Manner of 
cheir Production. Let. rhis be granted, and then 
let us ſee whether our Patrons of Reaſon moſt 
not diſdain their Senſes, as well as their Faith, if 
they reſolve to believe vothin of which the 
bHaye not adequate Ideas; the neceffary Mod 
and Relations of which, 1 cannot of explith. 
3W hat adequate Idea haye That 4 of 
Matter? What is cb iNet er K | 
it i an extended impenetrable Su nee ce, 
1 Parts without Parts. Well, bur all this 
owhile-we apprehcvd nothing: by this finition, 
: but a congeries of Aceidents and Quafit ies, ſuch 
.as Exremſun, Impenetrability, WT. but what is 
the Subject, the frre of rheſe Accidegts? 
ag is the Subject * which theſe ng? 
. long 
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belong? What is-the naked Eſſence - 


in Fact, ' may , one. would think, be diſtinguiſhed 


and 


in e ee And one would be apt to 
| | lea ſhort of this, were inade- 
quate and imperfectꝰ; bur does any one doubt 


imagine, that any 


Certainty, as from any other Subject or Matter 


of Science. 


21 ii rn eee end 8 
XXII. The firſt and great Myſtery, which is at 


12 


Co- eſſential, Co· eternal Perſons, ſubſiſting in che 
lame Eſſence. This they ſay, is a Contradiction, 
bat One ſhould be; Three, and, Three ſhould be 


p 


is that of the Holy Undivided Trinity: Three 


J 1 z 


One. And fp.it.waquld indeed, if they ſhould be 
the ſame in the fame reſpect; but hat the Holy 
Scripture aſſerts, is, that they are Three in Per- 


ſon, and but Ouè in Eſſence. This we pretend 
no more to comprehend or explain than they do; 


, for how Can.a nite Nature, comprehend what 


is infinite: But we aſſert, that in this 'Accougit 
of the Holy Trinity, there is no Abſardity, no 
Contradiction to the Truth or Nature of T 

That the Father is particularly conſidered, a 
eternal Spring and Fountain of the Divinity: 
That the Son is generated of him, by — 
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2 This Mr. Lock affirms, Book 2. c.31, $: 8. Hum. Underfly 
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ſtript of all its Accidents, which the inſeparable © 


of its Exiſtence ?, Do we not Diſcourſe, Reaſon 

Judge about it? And in, ſhort, our Notions | 
of Spirit, are as. obſcure and inadequate ,, as 
thoſe. of Matter; about which, however, WW 
argue and draw. Conſequences, with as much 


preſent the Stumbling Block of our Rational Men, 
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neration - That the Holy Spi: 
nit proceeds from borh, by a neceſſary and erer; * 
nal Proceſſion: So that no Time can be concei- 
ved, when the Father has without the Son and 
Holy Ghoſt. And though there be a fort of Sub: 
1 in the Generation of the one, 
and the Proceſſion of the other; yet it is not 
inconſiſtent with that co- eſfential Equality which 


we maintain between the Perſons in the God- 


head. And this may be illuſtrated by ſeveral 
Truths in Nature, that bear a kind of Reſem- 
blance to it. Could we ſuppoſe the Sun to be 


Erernal, we muſt ſuppoſe its Light and Heat to 


de Eternal, being both co-eſſential, and co-cter- 


nal with the Sun, the proper and neceſſary Pa- 
rent and Fountain of them both: Theſe ate to 
be conſidered ſubordinate, as Cauſe and Effects, 
though not properly produced by the Agency or 


Efficiency of a Pre exiſtent Being, but What the 


Schools call Emanati ve, whoſe Effects neceſſa- 
rily proceed from, and co-exiſt with their Cauſe; 


So that though they be ſubordinate, yet they are 


cor eſſential and co eternal. The human Soul is 
alſo a remete Copy and Emblem of the Holy 
Trinity; the Foundation of which is. Life or 


Enxiſtence, which cannot be conceived without 


the co · exiſtent eſſential Powers, Properties, or 
what you pleaſe of Onder/tanding or Light, and 
of the Vill or Love. The one anſwering, to 
the Father, the other to the Son, and the third 
to the Holy-Ghoft. Though we pretend not to 
explain this Myſtery, but to N it from 

the Charge of Abfurdity and Contradiction. 
—_— E 2 XXIII. The 
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Converſion of the Godhead into Fleſh, . but by 


1 


. —_ Z _ 4 8 % * 2 © +. 22 2 3 
* . * * 1 . 5 N 1 = 4 = a e #4 N 2 
- : 2 4 | Bs * 1 * N * — „ * 
+» 5 * * * - is 2 © : - 1 4 * s 
* - . 4 , _ . » . A 
* N 1 
- LA | 
” p , bo ) 
* * ri 4 
- . : 1 : 
” ; » * iu 3 * 
is: 
» 6 = 
* $ * « 
4 : 
* 


XXIII The next Di 
of the Bleſſed 7eſuc. 


culty is the Incarnation 
bich was done, not by 


% 


taking of the Manhood into God: This they 


cannot apprehend, hey underſtand not the Na- 
l and t 


ture of this Union, and therefore reject it as con: 
trary to Reaſon. But let them * ng to me the 
Ubion of their own Souls and Bodies: Let them 
explain to me by what Ligament, two Subſtances 
of ſo different Natures are united, and the Na- 
ture and Reaſon of thoſe Laws of Union by 
which they act upon each other. Vea, let them 
explain to me, what that Cement or Ligament 
is, that unites the ſeveral Parts that compoſe 
their own Bodies, or the vileſt Part of Matter; 
but theſe are Subjects of the moſt common and 
ordinary Experience, the Influence of Body and 
Soul upon each other, is what we every Moment 
feel and perceive; and when theſe Difficulties are 
explained, we will undertake to ſolve the other, 
XXIV. The laſt Difficulty I ſhall mention up- 
on this Head, ſhall be that of the Ræſurrettion 
of the Body; which has given great Offence to 


our Free-thinking Gentlemen, who make as great 


a Mock at it, as their Predeceſſors of the Epi. 
cuream Sect did, when St. Paul preached it at 
Athens, Acts xvii. 18. It is, they ſay, contrary 
to qo that a Body after it has rotted in the 
Earth, undergone a thouſand Changes of its 


Texture and Situation, ſhould be again teſtored 


to its primitive Form, and have all its {catter'd 
Atoms reduced to their r Place, To this 


| r 
Lawwerin genetal, that Buch God all Things ore 
A dtd "Poſſible. 
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Grain; it may 


vindicated the Holy 
vf Abſurdiry and Contradiction inthe main Points 


a@ually © or not; and this E 
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| Poſſible." But if I am particularly preſſed to ex- 


plain the Nature and Mode of the Reſurrection, 
and wherein the Identity of this Reſurrection 


Body fhalt conſiſt: I anſwer, I cannot tell. But 


that there ſhall be a Reſurrection of this mortal 
and corruptible Body, in ſuch a Senſe, as that it 
Mall be properly he ſame — that was once 
united to every particular Soul, is not at all con- 


trary to Reeſon. But if I am asked, How are 


the Dead raiſed up, and with what Body do they 
come? I anſwer with St. Paul, x Cor. xv. Thou 


Fool, that whith thou ſoweſt 'is not quicken'd 


except it die. And what thou ſoweſt, ton 
Sſoweſt. not. that Body that ſhall be but bare 
may chance f Wheat, or of ſome 
other Grain. But God giveth it a Body as it 
Hath pleaſid him, and to every Seed its 0wn 
Body. And when they can give us a ratibnal 
and philoſophical Account, of the Reſurrection 


vf a Sced ſowu in the Earth, which yet is the 
Objoct of every Day's Experience, t 


will 1 
be bound to account for the Reaſon and Philo- 
ſophy of the Reſurrection ody. 

XXV. If I have with any Degree of Succeſs, 
Scriptures from the Charge 


and Articles of Truth : It will chen follow, that 
chere is at leaſt a Poſſibility of their being true. 
And if there be fo; it is of the laſt Conſequence 
ti every Man, to re whether they are 
) equity muſt be 
made with u Migour, a Zeal, an Eartreſtneſs Equal 


which 


7 0 
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which is no leſs than an Eternity of Happinef x: 


or Miſery, reſerved for us in another World; as 


. 


the emmy puns of our good or bad Behaviour 


in this. Eternal Life, an incorruptible Inbe- 
ritance, 4 never. fading Crown 4 lory, euer- 
laſting Happineſs, are Subjects 

ly great and valuable, that one would think the 
Promiſe of them ſhould awaken the moſt drowſy 
Soul; encourage and quicken the moſt Indolent, 
to enquire into the Authority on which theſe 
Promiſes are grounded, and know and practiſe 
the ſeveral Terms on which they may be obtain- 
ed. Conſider, Gentlemen! with what indefati- 


* 


gable Zeal, with what amazing Application, 


even the moſt Lazy and Tender of you, lately 
purſued imaginary Treaſures in the South. Sea. 
How many ſleepleſs Nights, and reſtleſs Days 


you ſpent in a vain Purſuit. of Bubbles: Your 


Reaſon that boaſted Priviledge of a true-born 
Briton, was rejected as uſeleſs; it boggled not at 
a Myſtery of Iniquity, which the very wiſeſt of 


you own'd you could not comprehend. All 


your Converſation run upon Stocks, firſt and 


ſecond Subſcriptions, Difference, and a Num- 


ber of pedantick Phraſes, coined. in the Ally, 
and adjacent Coffee-houſes, in defiance of that 
Politeneſs of Language and Behaviour, that you 


at other. times profeſs. How did you. give up 


your Underſtandings, and ſacrifice your Fortunes 


to Directors, Stock-Jobbers, Brokers and Pick- 
pockets, upon a diſtant, uncertain, . precarious. 
Hope of raiſing your Fortunes, andflouriſhinga 
ing Mul- 
_ titude ? 


little while, in the Eyes of the unthink 


tranſcendent- 


39 1 

titude? Now ſuppoſe any new Project ſhould 
he ſtarred, any ſreſh Scheme, full of advantagi- 
aus Propolals ſhould be ſet on Foot; ask your 
ſolves the Queſtion, would you not patiently: 
read them, and conſider the. Terms propoſed 2 
Would you not compute and calculate, and call 
in the Aſſiſtance of ſome Friend learned in Arith- 
metick, and skilful in the Myſteries of Change- 
Alley, to adviſe! and direct you, whether there 
was any Proportion betwixt the Hazard of EH | 
ſing, and Hopes of Getting? I know you would 0 
Dome then, do the ſame Thing in the Affair ß 

Religion, ſit down and conſider calmly the Pro. 

poſals offered ro you, if you are a little puzzled, 
as it-is likely you may, in a Subject ſo much out 
of your Way: Conſult thoſe who are more con- 
— — in ſuch fort. of Affairs. Parſons I know 
you deſpiſe, but chuſe the beſt: you; can meet 
with; I will anſwer for it, you have as fair a 
Chance, to meet with a Man'of Underſtanding 
and Probity among them, as at the South. Sea 
Houſe, or the Bank of Exg land and give him 
not ſo mueh Credit, nor ſo much implicit Faith, 
as you would your Broker; he does not deſire it, 
nor does the Cauſe need it. He will tell you, 


what is demonſtrably certain, that — pro- = 
poſes the Reverſion of everlaſting Gloty and 
"Happineſs in the World to come; all that yon 


are required to ſubſcribe, is, a Deſire to be hap- 
py, to renounce certain uneaſy Luſts, baſe Ap- 
ites, ſcandalous Vices, which are ſo far from 
ng any Part of our worldly Happineſs, that 


they are the Seeds and Fountains of Shame, — 
12 neſs 


* 


Neighbour. Let him ſubtue and 


Vadlerſtanding 


140 
neſs, Pain, Poverty, Miſery, and Death. 1 4 
ſume you are a little ſurprized at this ſtrange 
, and deſire Time to think upon 
A did, when St. Pawl reaſoned _ him Wo 
a\ Judgment to come. ä 

XXVI. I will now ſuppoſe, (for Argoments 
ſake) that any one of you is reſolved in 06d 
eatneſt, ro inquire impartially into this ; 
te read ſeriouſly the Propoſals laid down in the 
Holy Seripture, wich a zealous Reſolurion to 
learn and practiſe his Duty. 
fel ſe, in — firſt Place, a punctual and regw- 

ryation of the moral Duties of natural 

Religion, with Regard to God, himſeif, and his 
regulate his 
diſorderly Appetites, be free from Prejudiees re- 
Hownce all his Vices; and in «Word, eker 
R of astural OConſeieuce. 


© Pirtus oft witium leo 8 | Sapieni brin- 
Sale caruiſo. = d 00 - oH 
Theſe are as neceſſary rations fr che 
the Nature of evangelical Obedi- 
as skill in Arrdu- 


ence, Truth, and Holineſs, 


-FefFwre: would be to underſtand the Structute uf 


Noabs Ark, or Solomon's Temple; Geography 


*to- determine the Situation and Diſtance of 


Places; y to ſertle the ſeveral Periods 


of Niſtory; Grammar to underſtand the Con- 


to 'forma 
And wirhout 


ſtruction of Sentences ; and 
u critical Judgment of the Text. 
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the aſoreſaid Arts and . will be myſteri-. 


into this proper and neceſſary Di 
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ous and unintelligible to the unlearned Reader; 
as much as the Doctrine of A/ymprots, (i. e. Lines 
alway mutually inclining, and never coinciding) 
would be to a young Mathematician, though de- 
monſtrable by the Learned in that Science, as 


much as any other Propoſition in Euclid. The 


Evidence proper to evince any Truth, anſwers to 


the Medium in Viſion, and muſt be proportion'd 


to-the Nature of the Object to be perceived, or 
the Truth to be explain'd and underſtood. And 
this Evidence or Medium is as different, as. the 
ſeyetal Sorts of Truths to be apprehended: Hi-, 
ſtorical Evidence is quite different from Mathe- 


matical, and Mathematical from Moral; the. 


Evidence of Senſe is different from that of Nea. 
ſon, and that of Rea/0n diſtinct from that of 
Faith. To call therefore for Demonſtration, 


clear and adequate Ideas, Sc. in Articles of 
Faith, is as abſurd, as it would be in Matters of 


Fact or Senſe; which, tho” it may appear a little 


ſurprizing, I ſhall endeavour to explain more 
fully by and by. 
XXVII. Let the Man then, that reſolves to 


uſe. his Reaſou, and think freely, | avs himſelf, 
poſition of 


Head and Heart. Let himdiſcharge his Wenches, 
and if he cannot contain, let him marty andlive. 
ſoberly. Let him act juſtly and honourably with 
all Mankind, ſpend his Evenings with Men of 
Virtue and Honour, go to Bed ſober, and not 
forget to ſay his Prayers Morning and Evening. 
Let him lay aſide his * Prejudices de 


"a 20 — 28 —— =y - + -_— — — 
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| the Parſon, and give him at leaſt as 


d 


as he does his Lawyer and his Phyſician. And 


then in God's Name, let him uſe his Reaſon. Let 


him think as freely as he pleaſes, and we will 
join iſſue with him, and follow this Guide, fo far 
as it will lead us. Let him examine every Truth, 


every Propoſition, with the niceſt Criticiſm, the 
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ſevereſt Scrutiny. This Preſcription to make a 


good Free-Thinker, is as old as Pythagoras, who | 


himſelf was one, which for the Sake of ſome 


pretty Gentlemen, I ſhall tranſlate into Engliſh, 
out of his Golden Verſes. © Be thou, ſays he, 


« temperate in eating, drinking, and Diverſions. 


c Neyercloſe thine Eyes to ſleep, till thou haſt . 


« thrice examined the Behaviour of the 
« Day, begging Pardon of God for thine Offen- 


« ces, and giving him Thanks if thou haſt done 


c well. Let this be done with Induſtry, Dili- 


« pence, and Zeal, and this will infallibly lead 


ce thee into the Paths of divine Virtue. Add to 
& this, fervent Prayer to God, who will ſo en- 
« lighten thee, that thou ſhalt ſee and know the 


ce myſterious Secrets of God and Nature”. This 
is a ſtrange Recipe to the Generality of our 
young Gentry, whoſe Heads are too full of the 
Gayeties of Life, Ba/ls, Maſquerades, Ombre, 


Baſſet, Aſſignations, Billet doux, &c. to enter 


ſeriouſly and heartily, into ſuch a Method of 
Learning as this: But this they may 1 * up- 
on, there is no other Way. In ſhort let 


uſe the ſame Means, with the ſame Induſtry and 


Zeal, that they would to underſtand any other 
in. 


Art or Science, and the Succeſs will be certa - 


them 


N 


much Credit, E 
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If he would enquire whether theſe Books, that 
compoſe the Canon of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment be genuine, let him give us the ſame fair 
Play, that he would any other prophane Writer : 
Let bim candidly examine the proper Evidences, 
the credibility of- Relators, and the Agreement 
of their Teſtimonies, and then let him pronounce, 
whether we have not in a critical Light, better 
Arguments for the Genuineneſs and Divinity of 
them, than of any other Book in the whole 
World. If he would judge of the Truth of one 
particular Fact, let him not be ſo unreaſonable 
as to require more, or other fort of Evidence, 
than the Caſe requires, and the Nature of the 
Thing will admit of. If he would judge of the 
Doctrines and Precepts, let him fairly and calm- 
ly conſult his Reaſon, with Regard to natural 
Morality, and the Nature and Extent of that 
Obligation; and he will ſoon find, that all the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, are only the Doctrines 
of natural Religion, improved, ſet in a clearer 
Light, enforced by higher Motives and nobler 
Rewards. But if he would judge of Miracles 
recorded, or Myſteries propoſed in a Book, 

which has all che. external Arguments to pms 
it genuine, that can be deſired, let him be fo 
_ .candid, as not to wrangle and diſpute, and call 
_ for different Evidence than what the Nature of 
the Thing will admit of; bur be fartisfied, thats 
© Whereas he thinks he ſhould have Reaſon enough . 
.to. believe the Hiſtory, were it not for thoſe 
Difficulties that are occaſionally interſperſed thro? 
it; let him allow the ſame Evidence to have its 
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juſt Weight for both, if the one be owned not 
to exceed the Power of God, and the other nat 
to contradict the eſtabliſhed Nature and Truth 
of Things. Here is the true Notion and Uſe of 
Reaſon in Religion. A Free-Thinker in this 
Senſe, is truly a Philoſopher, a Lover of Truth, 
an Enemy to Bigotry and Superſtition : Such _ 
were the Free-Thinkers of Old, the Patrons and 
Advocates of Truth or Reaſon in the Heathen | 
World. Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Plutarch, 
Tully, &c. who with great Strength of Reaſon 
oppoſed the epidemical Vices and Errors of the 
Times they lived in: Men of large comprehen- 
five Spirits, who from juſt Conceptions of the 
Nature of God and human Souls, from a due 
Conſideration of the Frame and Syſtem of Na- 
ture, the regular Oeconomy of the World, and 
the Harmony and Beauty of Providence, raiſed 
ſuch Syſtems of natural Religion, as effectuallß 
* overturned all that Ignorance, Superſtition and 
Idolatry, with which the World was at that 
Time overrun. Theſe they boldly and coura- 
gioufly oppoſed, and hazarded even their Lives, 
(as Socrates in particular did) in defence of what 
they taught. Such were alſo the venerable 
Saints, Martyrs, and Confeſſors in the Chriſtian 
Church; who upon better Light, and nobler 
Principles, boldly taught, and defended, even 
unto Death, the Faith of Chriſt crucified, againſt 
the Errors and Idolatry of the Heathens, as well 
as the obſtinate Blindneſs and Perverſeneſs of 
the Fews. Such alſo were many of our firſt Re- 
formers from Popery; where Men had long "—_ 
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| | taught to renounce their Reaſon, disbelieve their $ 
Senſes, and blindly follow their Leaders with an 


implicit Obedience. This our Reformers broke 
through with a noble and undaunted Zeal; they 


tranſlated the Scriptures into the vulgar Tongue, 


that the People niight know and underſtand their 
Duty; they canvaſſed with great Ingenuity and 
Freedom of Thought, all the Articles of Faith, 
all the Canons, Conſtitutions, Rubricks, and 


Liturgies, and compared them with the Holy 


Scriptures, and moſt ancient Records of the Chri- 


ſtian Church; and then ſeparating the Chaff 
from the Wheat, the Precious from the Vile, 
they publiſhed to the World, rhe Grounds and 
Reaſons upon which they acted, and ſo reſtored 


in a good Meaſure, the Truth from the Bondage 


of Corruption, and demonſtrated. the Chriſtian 
Worſhip to be, what it really is, 4 Reaſonable 
Service. 4 

XX VIII. If our modern Free. Thinkers would 


a@ thus, they would diſcoyer themſelves worthy 
of- that honourable Appellation, which they 
vainly aſſume : Would they candidly, ingenu- 


ouſly, and impartially enquire after Truth, we 
would gladly join with them in their Enquiries. 
But their Caſe is quite contrary, they examine 
Truth, and reform the Errors of Mankind, with 


no more regularity, no better Deſign, than Jacł 


Cade, Wat Tyler, or Oliver Cromwell, at the 
Head of an Army of Vagabonds, and Enthuſiaſts, 
attempted to reform the Abuſes of Government, 
which they intended to ſubvert and deſtroy. 


Hence it comes to paſs, that all their Pretences to 


Reaſon, 
f 3 


- 
| o 
* 
o - 


% 8 oc a 
| 4 
5 * 4 N * . v * 4 *4 * 
4 - * 3 : . , 
2 y £2 - = The 8 1 
de — <4 1 4 * 86. 
7 3. . j i : 
* — OI 
. ” c . * . 


L & 
g K 9 9 * * 
* * by a KA YE * * os o 1 
s * 
1 1 9 


, » N — & « 
* — ” 5 f * A #4. 
” = a 5 # 1 * - { I 
. by 0 * 3 . 
7 - - * 4 * * 1 - 
E : , * * +2: x * 1 7 a. 
: - - £ 
- * : bog ofthe 
. * 
0 
* 8 - : 
8 0 


' nn , 
5 * 4 | iy 4 
\ % 
+ 
; * 
. 


| *Reaſon, are mere Farce and Banter; theirboaſt- ; 


ed Freedom of Thought, is errant. Bigotry; 


ſome of the Bullies in the Party, never thought © 


in their Lives; have no poſitive Notions of any 
Thing, but their Heads are ſtaffed with Scraps 


and Collections, out of certain vile libertine Au- 
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thors, who have laboured in the Cauſe. I could 


not but ſmile the other Day, to hear one of 


theſe Goliabhs defying the Armies of the Livi 
God; who when he was attacked by a 
Gentleman that ſate near him, and gave him cloſe 


play, with clean Reaſons and Arguments, being 


at a ſtand, ſcratched his Head, and wiſhed for 


a better Memory, for that he had read the An- 


: 
. 


ſwer to that Argument, but had really forgot it. 


In ſhort, they are ſo far from reaſoning calmly 


with Noiſe and Clamour: They raiſe the Paſſi- 
ons of the Poſſe, by popular Cant and Declama- 


tion; and try to deſtroy by Force and Fraud, 


what they know can never be hurt, by a ſober 
and rational Enquiry. The idle indigeſted No- 
tion of Liberty, which has for ſome Vears paſt, 


been the SHibboleth of a certain Set of weak Po- 


and diſpaſſionately with us, that they attack us 


liticians and Reformers, ſeems to have laid us 


under a judicial thickneſs of Skull, and Hardneſs 
of Heart; and by that empty ſpecious Sound we 
are deluded into the moſt {laviſh Abſurdities, both 
in Politicks and Religion. And becauſe the 


_ Clergy (ſome of them I mean) have ſtill the 


Courage to aſſert the Truth, and bear their Te- 


ſtimony againſt the cry ing Dullneſs and Iniquity 
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them that dwell at Tyre; Rakes, Libertines; 4 

Jews, Turks, Infidels, Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, | 

an” Stock-Jobbers, Knaves and Fools are all united | 
d in this generous Deſign to oppoſe Prieſtcraft, | 
of \' ſuppreſs the Herd of Bigots, and ſettle the Em- = | 
4; . Rea ſon upon the Ruins of common Senſe. - | 
Vith this View, they are marked to be hunted 1 
le down as a Set of turbulent ſeditious Mortals, 
8 Enemies to the publick Peace, Men that turn the 9 
or World upſide down: As a lazy Set of Men, who 5 
n- enjoy Stipends and Honours on purpoſe to miſlead 45 
it. and abuſe us, and domineer over our Underſtan- \ 
ly dings: As a parcel of Hypocrites, who practiſe in 
us Secret, what they condemn in Publick, and do I 
li- not believe themſelves, what they propoſe to 

a- others as Articles of Faith. I wiſh I could reply 


ſt, therefore no Foundation of Truth in Religion, 
o- are there no Men of Virtue, Learning and Inte- 
us ity that profeſs to believe and defend it? 2 
els | Would this be thought good Reaſoning in other 
Ve Caſes? I own there are Knaves and Fools in all 
th Profeſſions. And why, conſidering all things; 
he why, I fay, ſhould we wonder more, to ſee a 

he Deiſt, an Heretick, or Libertine, in an Eccleſia- 

e- ſtical Habit, than to ſee a Coward in a Regi- 
ty mental Dreſs, Oppreſſors and Pick-pockets 

of adorned with Titles of Honour, and riding in 

: els! Coaches 
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of theſe new Reformers, the Cry is therefore 
raiſed againſt them; in the firſt Place, Gebad, 
and Ammon, and Amaleck, the Philiſtines, with 


to this, that the Charge is abſolutely falſe : But 


let us, for Argument's Sake, ſuppoſe it to be in 


ſome meaſure true. But what then? Is there 


2 


poſition, triumph at laſt, over the Spirit of Dull. 


Coaches and Six; or that Men choſen to be 
Guardians of a Conſtitution, ſhould for Penſions 
and Places betray and ruin it? Vet of all theſe, 
we have many Inſtances in our Engliſh Hiſtory, 
both before, and ſince the Reformation. And 
as our two famous Univerſities (whom God long 


ning, ſound Reaſon, and good Principles; they are 

therefore attacked with the ſame blind outragi- 
ous Zeal; every ſcribbling Fool, whoſe want of 
Learning, Virtue, or good Manners, has expos'd 
him to the Cenſures of thoſe learned and venera- 
ble Bodies, who has been either puniſh'd, or e 
pell'd as an unworthy Member of a regular So- 
ciety; is encouraged to vent all his Spleen, to ex- 
hauſt his whole Stock of Dulneſs againſt thoſe 


whom he calls the Authors of his Diſgrace. 


Others that envy them their delicious Retire- 
ments, magnificent Structures, and ample Reve-, 
nues, . which the Piety of great and good Men 
has beſtowed, for the Glory of God, the Honour 
of Religion, the Support of Learning and Lear- 
ned Men; ſeek occaſions to revile them as a Ser, 
of uſeleſs muſty old Fellows, who eat up the 
Labours of the Induſtrious, and conſume in 


Luxury and Idleneſs, what might be applied to 


much better Purpoſes. All this is Cant and 
Clamour, they know what they ſay to be falſe; 
but they know, that ſo long as thoſe learned and 
venerable Bodies ſtand and proſper, their Free- 

thinking Schemes will make bat ſlow Progreſs; 
the Genius of thoſe Places will, in ſpight of Op- 


nels 
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1 
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| Preſerve!) are the Seminaries of Religion, Lear- 
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1 nels and Error that oppoſes ic. May they then 
rejoice in their Reyenues, and make a right 
Uſe of che blefſed Advantages for Retirement 
and Study, which they there enjoy. May their 
noble Structures ſtand unſhaken and inviolable, 
free from the worſe than Gothic Invaſions of 
Atheiſts, Libertines and Free- Thinkers; and may 
the Lord God add to the Number of their Sons 
I — andfriends, how many ſoever they be, an hun- 
ared-fold, and that the Eyes of my Lord the 
King may ſee it, 2 Sam. xxiv. 3. But I have al- 
molt forgot my Subject. 

XXIX. There is one difficulty yet behind; 
and chat is to find out ſome Rule, to determine 
andfix the uſe of this equivocal Word Reaſon. In 
che modern Controverſies betwixt Catholicks, 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks of all ſorts; who, tho” 
they acknowledge the Authority of Holy Scrip- 


n POOR nr ov 0 SO 


-P 


I ture, and refer themſelves to its Deciſions, yet 
3 are ſtill divided in their Interpretation of them. 
1 Every Man's Reaſon tells him, that his own Opi- 


nion or Interpretation of Scripture is right: So 
that che Word of God, which we all agree to be 
| ehe infallible Guide and Rule of Faith, is brought 
| to pattonize and juſtify the moſt contradictory 
* Opinion, and is ſo far from being the Standard 
| ol controverted Truth, that it ſelf is obſcure and 
; 


_ uncertain, and requires rather a Rule to interpret 
it, than to be it ſelf a Rule for interpreting and 
explaining Difficulties. That this is the Caſe in 
Fact, is viſible and plain. But that in the true 
Nature of Things it is quite otherwiſe, will, I 
hope bo eaſily made appear, from theſe follow- 


ing Conſiderations, in which the ſeveral eonten- 
ding Parties ſeem to agree. ' 
I. That all Scripture is given by Inſpiration 
Y God, and is profitable for Doctrine, fur 
eproof, for Correction, for. Inſtruction in 
Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all good Works, 
1 Tim. iii. 16, 17. . 0 S | 
21. That if it be nor intelligible, it cannot an- 
ſwer the Ends for which it was given; for that 
no Man can be taught, reproved, corrected or 
33 by what he does not or cannot under- 
ſtand. by AI 
3. That it is inconſiſtent, either with the 
Wiſdom or Goodneſs of God, to give us a Reve- 
lation, to: be-a Guide to Truth, and a Rule of 
Righteouſneſs, which is not eaſy to be under- 
Rood by every honeſt Enquirer. 101 | 
4. From whence I infer, that the Holy Scrip- 
tures are in their own Nature, a plain, eaſy, in- 
telligible Standard of Truth and Rule of Faith; 
and that the Difficulties in explaining them are of 
our own making, ariſe not from any Obſcurity 
in the Books themſelves, but from a natural or 
moral Incapacity in the Readers or Interpreters. 
XXX. If we conſider the Holy Scripture, firſt 
as a Rule of Righteouſneſs, a Pandect of divine 
Laws, for the Regulation of our Lives and Acti- 
ons; I will be bold to aſſert, that there is nothing 
to be found throughout the whole, in which our 
Duty is concerned, and to which the Penalties 
and Rewards of eternal Miſery and Happineſs are 
annexed; but what is plain, obvious, and intel- 
$ : lib 
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gible to every honeſt Enquirer ; and that allow- 
ing for the great Variety of different Readings in 

erent MSS of the Original, and ſome Errors 
in the various Tranſlations that have been made 


of them, yet that out of the very worſt of them 
all, whether MS or Tranſlation, a clear, uniform, 


intelligible Syſtem of Duty, may be drawn by 
any Man of common Honeſty and Capacity. 


The Duties of Obedience, Faith, Devotion, Pu- 
rity and Holineſs towards God; of Juſtice, Hu- 
manity, and Charity rowards our Neighbour ; 
of Temperance and Chaſtity towards our ſelves, 
are expreſs d in ſo plain and intelligible Words, 


that no honeſt Man can be at a Loſs, to underſtand 
his Obligation to perform them. But ſhould a 


covetous Extortioner, whoſe Heart was ſet upon 
getting an Eſtate, right or wrong, ever take the 
Trouble of reading thoſe Holy Books, he would 
certainly muſter up all the formidable ObjeQions, 
he could think of, to invalidate all thoſe Precepts 
of Juſtice, Mercy, and Contempt of the World, 
that oppoſe his firſt Deſign, or teſtify againſt 
the Ways and Means he uſes to accompliſh it. 


He would complain of Interpolations, tell you 


of different Readings and Pointings in ſeveral 
old MSS, which give the Precept another Turn, 


and make it capable of a different Interpretation, 


that may anſwer the Grammatical Conſtruction: 
, and at the ſame time, not inter- 
fere with his Intereſt or Inclination. Is it poſſi- 
ble to expreſs any Precept in plainer Words, than 


that in Heb. xiii. 4. Marriage is bonourable, and 
the Bed undefiled,, but Whore-mongers and 


G 2 Aaulte- 


Adalterers God will judge. No Comment can 
make it plainer, yer do I know ſeveral true Pro» _ 
teſtants, who under the Dominion of an impe» 
rious Luſt, and a more imperious Harlor, (par- 
don me, I ſhould have ſaid Mitre fe). or becauſe 


they cannot marry with Conveniency, that is, 


with ſo great a Fortune as they think they want 
or deſerve, or for ſome other wiſe Reaſod, have 
employed their whole Stock of Learning and 
Criticiſm, to evade and extenuate the Force and 
Obligation of this plain Precept. They have 
found in certain prophane Writers, who ate the 
Standards of the Greek Purity, that Tkigr@» and 
Moes, are very often uſed ptomiſcuouſſy. 
Well, and what then! Why from hence, they 
with great Rea ſon of their own infer, that ſince 
Moes confeſſedly ſignifies an Adulterer, one 
that invades his Neighbour's Bed, therefore Leg- 
O. may ſignify the fame; and ſo he that is only 
guilty of ſimple Fornication, may eſcape the Pe- 
nalty of the Statute. Bur what egregious Trifling 
is this! Let it be own'd that the Words are ſome- 
times promiſcuouſly apply'd to the fame Perſon: 
I fear there may be a worſe Reaſon. given for it 
than they imagine, viz. That he who is guilty 
of one, ſeldom makes much ſcruple to be guilty 
of the other. But would be honefily knhow the 
Meaning and Extent of the Precept, let him 
conſider. the Apoſtle recommending Merriege as 
an honourable State, ordained — ſanct ified by 
Bod, for the Propagation of Mankind; and the 
reſtrainingthoſe promiſcuous Mixtures that would 
certainly follow, from a genetal and _— 
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| of che two Sexes, which is abominable to Goc 
and which: he will not fail to punith feverety, - 


1. e. in plain Engliſh, chaſte Marriage is honow- 


table, but your Commerce with the Ladies with» 
out it, however faſhionable and gallant, is a 


daninadle Sin. Let us illuſtrate this by compa 
ring it with any of our Acts of Parliament, as 
that againſt Simony, Bribery in Elections, defrau- 
ding the King of his Cuſtoms. Let us ſuppoſe, 
that the Legiflature intended on fide to make 
the Act to effectual, that it ſhould actually pre- 


vent the Abuſes and Corruptions it was intended 


to reform; and that they had expreſs d it in the 
plaineſt Terms that could be thought of. Can it 
now be conceived, that any Man who can read 
and underſtand the Language of his Country, 
can be at a Loſs to know the Intention of the 
Legiſlature, the plain Senſe and Meaning of the 
Act, and his own Obligation to obey and ſub- 
mit to it? No ſurely; but yet if any Man with- 
out attending to the Guilt of tranſgreſſing them, 
in point of Conſcience, were reſolved for his It 
tereſt to break thro' all or either of them; he 
would foon find certain nice Diſtinctions, quibbles 
about the different Meanings of Words, that 


ſhould feem, at leaſt, to give the whole an am- 
_-biguous Turn. And if he ſhould be indicted in 
A Court of Juſtice, upon either of thoſe Statutes, 


a large Fee would have the ſame Influence on the 
Underſtanding of the Council, as his View of 
Intereſt had upon bis own. Words ſhould'be 
tur perverted from their natural and ob- 
vious Signiffcation; the Conſtruction and Pole 
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ting of Sentences, ſhould be examined with an 
hypercritical Nicety ; in ſhort, no Artifice, no 


| Chicane, ſhould be omitted. What to do? To 


diſcover the Truth? By no means, but to obſcure, 
to perplex, to pervert it, and in a Word, to re- 
concile their Duty to their Intereſt, and to ſtifle 


that Evidence that thwarts their Inclinations. 


The Parallel is too obvious to need any Appli- 
cation. i 
. XXXI. Let us now proceed to conſider, the 
different Sentiments that prevail amongſt Man- 
kind, with regard to certain doctrinal Points, and 
Forms of Government and Diſcipline, in which 
every Man's Reaſon is his Guide. Every Man 
aſſumes a Right of NReaſoning and Judging: for 
himſelf, (which both God and Nature allow him) 
and upon his own private . Judgment, he eſta- 
bliſhes a certain Syſtem of Doctrine and Diſci- 
pline, and regulates his Practice of communica- 
ting with this or that Society of Men, and pro- 
teſting againſt all that differ from him. Let us 
now ſuppoſe a Perſon free from any Prejudices- 
of Education, Intereſt, or Party, unſettled in his 
Sentiments, and therefore deſirous to enquire 
carefully and ſincerely into the Truth of Things, 
in order to form his Judgment and direct his Pra- 
ctice. We muſt ſuppoſe him qualified ro under- 
ſtand the —— able to fix and determine the 
preciſe Signification of certain Technical Words, 
- which, in different Relations, and Connexions 
are various, extenſive, and ambiguous. Such 
are the Words 'Exxaycia, Enioxon®», UT» 
-e@-, &c. and to affix ſuch Ideas to them, as the 
1847 


Nature 


© f > - 
112-3 1 
Nature of the Subject requires, and is conſiſtent 
with the avowed Deſign of the Writer. He is 
next of all to compare the different Reaſonings 
that may occur in thoſe Writers, which may in a 
good Meaſure help to fix their Sentiments with 
regard to the Signification of ſuch Words and 
Phraſes, as are in their own Nature ambiguous. 
' He is next of all to conſider, the conſtant Pra: 
Rice of the Age in which thoſe Writers lived; 
and by comparing ſeveral Facts together, he may 
be able to determine the Uſe of certain Forms of 
Speech, which would be otherwiſe obſcure and 
unintelligible, and the conſtant Practice and Tra- 
ditions of ſucceeding Times, and from a fair and 
impartial Conſideration of theſe Particulars, I will 


, 
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Government, Infant-Baptiſm, and ſeveral other 


controvetted Points, may be eaſily determined 


by candid and i ial Men. This is putting the 


Caſe upon a true Foot of Reaſon, weighing all 


the Evidence on * — of the Da. => 
- Judging accordingly. Such a Judgment fo form 

may be — filed Private Judgment, it 
be 

of a Private Perſon, who was able and willing 
to ſearch into the Foundation of certain Ulages 
and Cuſtoms, eſtabliſhed by Authority: But 
does by no means imply, that he, who for want 
_of this impartial. Examination, under ſtrong Pre- 
judices of Pride, Envy, Revenge, Sc. ſhall 
determine on the wrong Side of the Queſtion, is 
to be juſtified by ſuch private Judgment; or to 


be excus d for acting erroncouſly on ſuch crrone- 
po ous 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


venture to affirm, that the Diſputes about Chxrch- 


the Reſult of the Enquiries and Reaſonings 


. 


bra, muſt be formed upon a 
tion they bear to each other; which, whoeyet 


miſt be reſolved into the Whim and Cai 
Fools and Madmen. 
gotry, or ſlayiſh Subjection of ſuch a Man's Un- 
derftanding, to ſabmir his Reaſon ro the Deciſion: 


cerns of our Health and Property. 
Man ſend for a Phyſician, aid 


[56] 


dus Ju For the Truth of Things 6 
ways — the fame; and though 999 in 
NEE ſhould be m iſtaken i in their Judgments about 

yet will not Miſtakes — the Nature 
67 Touch, nor deſtroy thoſe neceſſary Relations 
that are betwixt the ſeveral Ideas of Things. 
Thus a Demonſtration in Mathematicks or Age. 
right Underſtandit 
of the ſeveral Parts or Numbers, and the Propor+ 


hend the Force 


does nor underſtand, cannot ap 
of it; yet will not his Mifappr 
Trath of the Problem, or the neceſſary Relation 
of the ſeveral Parts and Numbers on which it 8 
formed. And if ſuch a one ſhould pretend tb 
juſtify his Errors, by impertinent Reaſons of his 
own, and inſiſt upon his Right of chinking fre- 


Ix, and judging for himſelf, he muſt be conternp- 
eible to every Man of Leathing, Modeſty” and 


Judgment; for at this rate, there would be 50 
Juch thing as poſitive Truth 


And it would not be Bi- 


and Determinations of others, whoſe Skill, Abi 
lities, and Method of 


This is the Way we are all apt to take in the Con- 


mit to his Preſcriptions, becauſe he © 
. count for the Natures and Virtues of each 


E 


chenſion alter the 


but all 
thing, =} 


has made him bet- | 
ter able to judge of ſuck diſputable Matters. 
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| q Ipecifick Operation of each ia bs Caſe; he 
nnn 
cited, obſtinate Blockhead. So in a Caſe of Law, 
here a Man's Eſtate was in danger, upon ſome 
late ricate Perplexities in his Title, or ſame 'Qmil; 
figs in his Deeds of Conveyance, would not he 
bea great. Fool, who would not take the Advice 
ofa Lawyer, whoſe Ability and Integrity he had 
no reaſon to ſuſpect, becauſe he could not appre- 
hend the direct Tendency of every Step or Mos 
tion made for his Security? Vet this is the pre · 
ſent Caſe of Thouſands, in the more important 
Concerns of Religion; they firſt ignorantly take 
up Principles, which they reſolve obſtinately to 
defend; if they meet with a Man, able and wil 
ling to ſer them right, who enters into the Na- 
ture of Things, ſhews them the Connexion of 
Ideas, and the juſt Inferences ariſing from them: 
they fetite into their Works, intrench them- 
_ ſelyes in their own Stupidity, which they call the 
Dictates of Reaſon and Conſcience, 'and” from 
which they reſolve never to recede. There are 
other Points of a more abſtracted Feten, 
Nature, ſuch are the Docttines of Jafliſcation, 
Vredaſtination, Jchiſin, &c. which properly 
- come within the Verge and Province of Reaſon; 
and notwithſtanding. the many Volumes written 
Pro and Con, may by a Perſon of right Reaſon, 
and an honeſt Heart, be very eaſily and plainly 
accounted for, by. comparing the various Mean- 
ings of the different Words, as found in different 
Places of Scripture, and applyed to different 
en ein 
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Pamoſes, and the Thread of RHD 
Nr the Proof of it, = 
arguingifrom it. Thereby he will ſoon-percejve 
certain Ideas affixed in different 1 to the 
fame Words, ſome of which are entirely irrocom- 5 0 
cileable o the Nature of Things, when viewed _ 
in another Light, and therefore camot be ue 
in rhis:- So- that for Iuſtance, that Notion of Ju. 
ſtification, that implies any thing contrary OM 
Goognelſs and Juſtice of God, rhe Ne | 
real Holinefs, without which u Man fha 45 
the Eoxd; or contradicts any other plain Truth 
of natural or revealed Religion, cannot be true. 

On the contrary, that Notion which reconciles = 
all theſe ſeeming Contradictions, that \neither 
encourages a dead unactive Faith, nor a vain Pre- 
ſumption of our meritorious good Works; that 
reconcites: by a clear Connexion of Ideas, the 
Satisfaction of our Bleffed Saviour, with the No- 
ceſſity of working out our own Salvation ; 8 
| Notion cannot be falſe, 

XXXII. The Nature and Guilt of Schiſin, is is 
yet plainer to be underſtood, as d la on 
fewer and more ſimple Ideas ; ſo that 3 
Share of Underſtanding, with due Attention, 
Sincerity, and Ingenuity, cannot fail to give a 
Mao a right Notion of it: And did I not know, ' 
the monſtrous Artiſice and Im e of ſome 
of the Leaders, and the more than ſuperſtitious 
Credality of the Herd; I ſhould be as much ſur- 
Prized at the ſeveral Separations from the-Church 

f England, as] ſhout, to ſee a whole Nation 
at u 5 * Queſtion, whethera . 
J Triangle 


* 


frving Sweetneſs, a native Benigmmy, im che 
Words, Proteſtant Religion, Goſpel Oruinusrer, 
 Moddration, Edi 


of Machinery upon Mr. Powe/'g-'Fheatre: 
Words of ſuch Importance alarm and awaken into 

2 Foſlure of Oppolicion or Defence 5 the Impreſ- 
ſion they make are too ſtrong to bear Reflexion, 
they ant ver 
nw the young Gentry in any Street: of this po- 
lie Towns ſit dowg to waſon calmty, when the 
formidable Cry of 2 Mad Dog was given? 
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Libenirs. On the other hand, oven the — | 
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— yet chey all talk gravely of their Nea ſon and 
offer 
Separation, which conſiſt of a certain Cant; an 


odd Form of incohetent Words, uttered witꝶ a 


formal Countenance, which are hahded' thre? 
the Ctowd, by a Few, who are in the Direction 
of the Party; who moſt certainly act upon Nea. 
ons, but fach as they dare not owa to the Ab 


fed Multitude, who are led by the mere Forer uf 


empty Sounds, art fully apply d, into the moſt abs 
ſurd Notions, and unreuſonable Practices There 


is for Inſtance, a natural Maligniry'in theWords 
Popery, Popiſb,  Anti-Chriftian; "the (Maſs; 
Heerarchy, &c. the Sound of them .iniþtier 
Error, Confuſion; Fyranny, the Devil and all 


his Works. On the other Hand, 'thereis a Souls 


rut ibn, &c. by a right _ 
lication of which, the Populace among the 
as abſolutely led and directed, as: any piece 


cipate che Uſe of Reaſon, ' Who ever 


They take the Alum at once, 225 ue fares 
&:/axs'volant i Defence of their Lives and 
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Triddple had thres Sides ag well is three Corgerdy 
many Neuſont, as they call them, fof their 
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of thoſe evangelical Words, Proteſtant, Made: 


ration, Charity, Sincerity, &c. is ſuppoſed to 


ſpread a bleſſed Influence, whereſoever they are 
applyed, There is no Deſign ſo pernicious, no 


Scheme fo unchriſtian, no Project ſo vile, but is 
ſanctified by a right Diſpoſition of them, in 
the ſeveral Parts and Incidents of the Scheme; 
and nothing can be meant, or ſaid, or done 
amiſs, where all or either of theſe are in View: 


And I have often made it my Obſervation, that 


they are never ſo frequently applyed, nor ſo 
zealouſly inculcated, as when there is ſomething 
a doing, that requires ſome ſanative Virtue to 
correct its Malignity ; as Antidores are never ſo 
needful, as when there is Danger or Suſpicion of 
Poyſon. Upon the whole, they make as un- 
reaſonable Pretences to Reaſon, and Freedom of 
Thought, as their Brethren the Free-Thmkers. 


And I muſt take the Liberty to ſay, that till they 


are able to prove, by a clear and evident Chain 
of Reaſon, that the Terms of Communion with 
the Church of England are unreaſonable: and 


ſinful, they muſt not take it ill to be told, that 


they are guilty of Schiſm, or a cauſeleſs Separa- 


tion from a ſound Branch of the Catholick 


Charch. _ : 


XXXIII. Nor will it avail them any thing, to 


inſiſt upon their Sincerity, a Plea that may with 


2s much Propriety, be urged in Defence of 


Treaſon or Horſe-· Stealing, as of Hereſy ar 
Schiſm. I have often wondred, what Reaſon 
(except Reaſons of State, which are always out 
of che queſtion) could influence a Prelate af 
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ems co 


ble Multitude; and to make it, as he 


treated, in the moſt exact and critical Manner: 


The Word ſhould have been carefully explain d, 
its Meaning confirmed and illuſtrated, and the 
whole Notion nicely examined, before fo great a 


Weight ſhould be laid upon it, which perhaps it 
could not be able to bear. The common and po- 


pular Notion of: Sincerity, is a plain, open, and 


undiſguiſed Behaviour; and a /izcere Man, is one 
that fays what he thinks, or means what he ſays *. 
And, I can aſſure his Lordſhip, whatever Inten- 
tion he might have, this is the Senſe, in which 
the generality of his Friends and Admirers under- 
ſtand it, who upon his great Authority ſpeak 
Peace to their Conſciences, and think themſelves 
juſtified before God and Man, for profeſſing 
openly, what they really and /encerely believe, 
be it in its own Nature true or falſe: So that at 
this rate, there is no ſuch thing as poſitive Truth 


in the Goſpel; or if there be, it is not neceſſary 


to Salvation, that it ſhould be known; there is 


at this rate, no neceſſary Connexion betwixt evan- 
5 — oa — 3 | — —— — 


+ . In this Senſe of the Word, Vanini, the Neapolitan, who tc... 
burnt at Thoulouſe, 1616. for denying God, which he did to the 
laft, * may paſs for 4 very good Proteſtant, he was doubileſy 
r We 5 
0 For he that burns, or hangs, or breaks his Brains, 
The Devil's in him, if he feines. 


t 8 gelical 
% | 3. 


have done, the chief, if not the only qualifica- 
tion for Acceptance with God. Surely a Mat- 
ter of ſuch Importance, ought to have been 
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great Learning and Sagacity, to ſcatter ſuch a 
indigeſted Notion amongſt the giddy unſta- 


f 

| 

f 
** 
| 
. 
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ur free, to deliver us from the Bondage 


there been no Srripture given by Inſpirats 


on of God, a Man might have been perfect au 


#hrowghly furniſhed to all good Works. In this 
reſpect, indeed, there may be ſome Shadow of 
Truth; for bad no Lau been given, there could 


have been no Tranſgreſſion; and they that were ' 


without Law, would have been judged without 
Law. That is, God is not fo auftere a Maſter, 
to reap where he has not ſown, nor to gather 
where he has not ſtraued. But what have we 


to do to judge them that are without, thoſe 


that are without God judgeth; to his inſinite 


and uncovenanted Mercies we leave them. But 


our Caſe is quite different : We have a clear and 


plain Revelation of the Will of God, a regulaf, 


uniform, coherent Syſtem of Truth and Doctrines, 
& Form of found Words, even that Faith which 
was once delivered to the Saints; every Tittle 
and Article of which, is eternally and — 


true; and bears a neceſſaryRelationto our Sanctiſi- 


cation and Salvation; this Truth as it is in Feſtus 
Chriſt, this ſincere Milk of the Word, is to feed 
andnouriſh us to eternal Life; this T7«th is tomalle 
of Sin, 
Error and Death; and if the Truth makes us ft ee, 
then (and not elſe) are we free indeed. This 


bezzled, or adulterated. For this Reaſon, St. Paul 


commands Titus, ch. ii. V. 7. to ſhew in' his 


Doctrine, Sincerity, 'A@begoiay, Uncorruptneſs, 


not handling the Word of God deceitfully, 2 
Fl arr. 


> 


ſacred Depoſitum was lodged in the Church, as 
an invaluable Treaſure, not to be ſuppreſſed, em- 
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zelical Truth and evangelical Holineſs: So that 


- 
x 


| 
i 


T "oy 


anole > 2ile7 F Oe, 2 Cor. ii. 17. Ss that 
chougb I do-not. pronounce every Error of 
ment to be damnable: God forbid !| Vet do 
uſſert, that ſo far as we are in Error, lads 
Ws out of the Way of Salvation, though we fan» 
we are in the Right. Rut if we. confider this 
jon of S:ncerity' in another. Light, I will 
agree with his Lordſhip, that Seacery. is the 
| great Foundation of Truth, Qbedience, Holineſi, 
and Acceptance with God: But by Sincerity I 
mean as the Holy Scriptures do; a natural Reci- 
rude: of Heart aud Will, an carneſt Deſire ro 
know the Will of God, and practiſe it, a Free- 
dom from vicious Habits and Prejudices, an im- 
partial honeſt Search after Truth, without ſimiſter 
ws and By- s, withom Proſpects of 
Howous, Applauſe, or Vain-Glory, os any other 
end, rhan che Glory of God, and the Salyation 
of Souls: This is the Adbngria, A lvcia, Eine 
xi mention d in Scripture ; this is what our blei- 

. fed Lord calls the /angle Eve, and pronounces 
FYY that if our Eye be ſingle, aur tovole 

dy ſhall be full of Light. | 
1 * Simcerum ef niſi var, — infonds 
acuſcit. 


1 * be any foul Tincture in ous Hearts, it 
will communicate it ſelf to every Perception of 
the Soul, and like a foul Stomach will turn the 
beſt Nouriſhment into Corruption; but if the 
Heart be clean, and a Man be in this Senſe of 


00 Word Sincere, I MEI: ir impoſſible for 


him 
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STAR 


aſſured us, that i we thus ant, we ſpell hau; 


Sue thus /eek, we ſhall find, if e thus knock, © 

it hall be opened unto us: He has promiſed = 
holy Spirit to them that att it. ſincerely, and © 
thar Spirit ſhall guide us into all Truth. Let 
us ſuppoſe, a Clerg y. man under an habitual Inchi- © 
nation to Ambition or Covetouſneſs: This will | 


lay a Byaſs upon all his Motions, and he will 
by inſenſible Degrees form to: himſelf) ſuch a 
Scheme of Doctrine and Manners, as may viſi- 
bly conſiſt with his predominant Propenſion; he 
aſſumes a ſoft agreeable. Air of Converſation, is 
obſequious and complaiſant, eſpecially to his Su- 
periors, and takes Care to ſay nothing that ſhall 
mock or diſoblige them, eſpecially if good Pre- 
Ferment, a warm Deanery or a fat 5 be 
in view. This obliges him to ſoften and qualify 


ſeveral ſevere Precepts of the Goſpel, and to 


talk affectionately of Moderation, good Man- 
ners, Sc. when his Conſcience calls upon him, 
to oppoſe their Prophaneneſs, and rebuke their 
Vices. If he finds the Current of the Times run 


viſibly into ſome faſhionable epidemical Error, 


he either ſtrikes in with it, or takes Care to 
ſpeak diffidently, or as he calls it, modeſtly a- 


bout it; and this he may do ſo long, as at laſt to 
looſe the Truth, and be confirmed in Error: As 
a Man may tell a Lye fo long, till at laſt he be- 


- Heves it to be true. But will his ſincere Belief, 


that what he ſays is true, make it ceaſe to be a 

:Lye? Will any Man's ſincere Belief that Error 

is Truth, change the Nature of Things, or _ 
mg that 
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him to err from the Truth: For our Saviout hes 3 
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= that geceſfary Relation there is between real 


Truth; and real Holineſs, wit hou which, no 


Man ſball fee God? And if Men by neglectin 


the gradual 


reſſi ve Search after Truth, which 
we have already obſerved; be in that Senſe 'Aua- 
bas, or Unlearned, and for want of due Humi- 


N lity and love to God, which fix the Soul, and 


keep it ſteddy, as folid Foundations do a Building, 
or ac 


ep Roots a Tree; in which Senfe, the 
Apoſtle mentions onr being rooted and grounded 
im Love, become Asie, or unſtable ; if they 
wreft the Holy Scriptures from their true and 
genuine Meaning, and make them patronize any 
Errors in Doctrine or Practice; how Sincere ſo- 
ever they may be in their drawing Concluſions, 
how ſtrongly ſoever they may be perſuaded to 
the contrary, they do jt to their own Deſtructi- 
on, 2 Pet. iii. 16. And as for our Arian Adver- 
ſaries, who talk more of their Reaſon, and as 
much of their Sincerity, as the Schiſmaticks ; the 


learned World will ſoon have a very mean Opi- 


nion of either, unleſs they quit their Pretenſions 
to both, after having been ſo clearly, ſo ratio- 


nally, ſo learnedly, confuted by thoſe many 


eminent Defenders of the Catholick Faith, that 


have of late gloriouſly diſtinguiſhed themſelves 


in that Controverſy. 
XXXIV. Thus have I taken a ſhort View of 


| — 7 — Word Reafon, which makes ſo much 


iſe, and has done to much Miſchief, in the 
Months of empty Pretenders to it; all that I have 
endeavoured to ſhew, is, that Religion does not 
contradict it: But to expect to co end and 
cot hy 1 explain 
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explain the ſublime Truths and Myſteries of the 
 - ſpiritual World, by this weak low. Principle, ix 

abſurd and impoſſible. There are in every true 

Chriſtian, . three diſtin, conſtituent Principles, 

| Body, Soul, and Spirit; each of which have 
their diſtinct Powers, Faculties, and Offices. By 
our bodily Senſes, we converſe with this mate- 
rial World, ſurvey the ſeveral Parts of Matter, 
examine their Forms, Bulk, Dimenſions, and 
other ſenſible Qualities : From hence we raiſe 
Ideas, which are lodged in the Memory, or pain- 
ted on the Imagination, and to judge of theſe, 
to compare their ſeveral Habitudes and Relations, 
and draw Concluſions, is the whole Province of 
Reaſon. The third and higheſt reh is 
what the holy Scriptures, and ancient Writers 
call the Tue or Spirit, which is that Princi- 
ple, Power, Faculty, or what you pleaſe, in intel- 
ligent Beings, appropriated to the ipiritual World; 
for every Body mult allow, nay it is clear to a De- 

_ monſtration, that Hpiritual Beings, as ſuch can 
never be conveyed throꝰ the bodily Senſes, to the 
Underſtanding, and it is a moſt certain metaphy- 
ſical Axiom, that nothing can be in the Under- 
ftanding, that was not fir t in the Senſes, And 
therefore we muſt either be entirely deprived of 
Faculties, for communicating with ſpiritual Beings; 

(i. e. we muſt be deprived of the only Means of 

our ſupreme Felicity, and for attaining the End 

for which alone we were created, vg. commu- 

nicating with he ſupreme and abſolute infinite 

Ae Or elſe we muſt have a Principle in us, 
inct from, and ſuperior to the rational Soul. 

Upon 
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to communicate with the Spiritual. So that as 


dium thro which material Objects are ſeen and 
perceived in our Syſtem: So the eſſential Light 


Son, the ſecond Perſon in the ever-bleſſed Tri- 
ceived and underſtood; and therefore, as certain- 


certainly the Sun f Righteouſneſs, the Arche- 
68617 , I 2 


Upon all which accounts ir is evidently plain, 
that the rational Soul is not that Faculty in 


compounded intelligent Beings, which in the 
Order of Nature, and the Analogy of Things, 


is appropriated to the ſpiritual World : But 
that they are endowed with a bodily Senſe, and 
a rational Soul, ro communicate with the mate- 
rial World, and with 4 Spirit and diviue Senſes, 


material Things, are conveyed to the rational 
Soul, thro' the bodily Senſes ; ſo ſpiritual Things 
are conveyed thro” the divine Senſes to the Spi- 
rit; this Spirit in Man lying dormant in him, 
till awakened by Baptiſm and Regeneration, ei- 


ther receives the quickening and enlightening 


Operation of the divine Spirit, in the Soul of a 
Believer, or is it ſelf that Manifeſtation ſo appro- 
priated to it, as to be always with it, and nume- 


rically diſtinct from the like Manifeſtation in the 


Souls of others. And as in the Nature, Rea- 


Jon, and Analogy of Things, the Light of the 


Sun, (that glorious Repreſentation and Vicege- 
rent of God in the material World) is the Me- 
of God, which is his only begotten Co- eternal 


nity, is the ſole Medium by and through which, 
his Nature and infinite Perfections are to be per- 


ly as the Sun ſends forth his Light on the whole 
material World, without Bounds or Limits; ſo 


type 
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type of our material Sun, ſends forth his calighs. * 
rening and enlivening Beams, on all the Syſtem 
of created intelligent Beings, and is that Light ' 

Man that comes into 


which  enlightens every 
the World. From theſe three diſtin Princi- 


ples, ariſes that Diſtinction in Holy Scripture, 


tween the Cages, the carnal Man, the 
Tun ?, or natural Man, and the IId. 


or ſpiritual Man. The carnal Man is under the 


Dominion of the Fleſh, whoſe whole Delight is 
in gratifying his Senſes and fleſhly Appetires, 
and thele make up the Bulk of Mankind, and 


differ from the natural Man, as a ſagacious Brute 


does from a Man of Senſe. The natural Man 
is he that has improved his rational Faculties, and 
prefers the Exerciſe of his Underſtanding, before 
the Gratification of his Senſes ; theſe are the 


reat Maſters of Reaſon, the Leaders of the Free- 


binking Tribe, cunning Stateſmen, acute Phi- 


loſophers, good Linguiſts, and Orators; but yet | 


are as much inferior to the ſpiritual Man, as the 
moſt illiterate Labourer or Mechanick, to the 


moſt ſubtle Philoſopher and Politician. Theſe . 
three diſtin Principles, have their proper Ob- 


jects adapted to them, in the moſt exact Harmo- 
ny and Proportion. So that as in the natural 
Bady, the Eye cannot perceive the Harmony of 


Sounds, nor the Ear apprehend the Beauty of 
Colours, nor the Symmetry of Proportion, nor 


any one Senſe taſte or apprehend what are the 
oper Objects of another; and as the united 

wer of all the Senſes cannot apprebend, much 
leſs demonſtrate any abſtracted 5 
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n monſtration; ſo neither can all the Powers of 
4 f Reaſon, apprehend thole ſpiritual Truths, And 5 _ 
0 - Myſteries. of Religion, which are only to be 
——— by the Spirit; which is with re- . © © 
„ = gaeard to them, the ſame as the Organs of Senſe 

e are to their proper Objects. Hence it is evi- 
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dent, that he who would judge, determine, and 
purſue, the practical Concluſions of thoſe De- 
terminations, 12 the Nature and Properties 
of ſpiritual and divine Things, by his Reaſon, 
acts as contrary to Neaſon, as he that ſhould ar- 
tempt to ſee without Eyes, or hear without Ears. 
The higheſt that this feeble Faculty can pretend 
to in theſe Matters, is from the known, certain, 
and experienced Nature and Properties of mate. 
rial Things, (to which Rea/on is in ſome Mea- 
ſure adequate) to apprehend a proper Analogy, 
and from the viſible Things of this lower World, 
which are low Images of the ſpiritual and inviſi- 
4 dle Things of God, to frame imperfect Likeneſſes 
c and Repreſentations of theſe ſuperior Objects, 
and that in ſhort, is all that Neaſon can do in 
5 theſe ſublime Matters. There is no chen- 
„ding worthily-the Things of God, y the 
Spirits of God operating upon our — Spirit. 
For the Spirit beareth Witneſs with our Spi- 
7H, that ber r the Sons of God, Rom. viii. 16. 
And this in ſhort helps us ro the true Notion of 
evangelical Fah, which is fomething more 
than a rational Aﬀent- to evident Propofitions, 
® FF which make (as a learned Man was pleaſed to 
en, ir) #he * of Faith; it - 3 
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lb Light, the Truth, the Power; the Gf *; 
God; it is the Subſtance, or Eſſence, the Yirocae, MW: 
cg of thoſe Things, that are the Objects of 3 f 
Chriſtian's Hope, a real, ſubſtantial Eflux an 
Communication from the heavenly and ſpiritul! 
World, upon the Soul of a Believer, in which 
Light he fees what the natural Eye cannot, ge 
perceives clearly thoſe Truths, which we cal! 
Articles of Faith, which cannot be apprehended 
by Reaſon; the Evidence of Things not ſeen, Þ © 
"Eazyx@»>, a fpiritual Perception, Taſte, View, 
of the inviſible Things of God; and this Notion 
of Faith runs thro' the whole 11 Chapter to 
the Hebreus. Were this a proper Place, I would 
confider this Doctrine more fully under the Ob- 
ject, the Subject, and the Act of Faith; but I 
. muſt return to my Subject. 
XXXV. As this is the plain Doctrine of 
Scripture, as I ſhall ſhew more fully by and by; 
ſo it is of the greateſt and moſt eminent Philoſo- 
phers of the Gentile World, Pythagoras, Hie- 
rocles, Socrates and Plato; and is moſt beauti- 
fully illuſtrated, in that venerable Piece of an- 
cient Learning, The Table of Cebes, where each 
Claſs or Order of Men, are included in their pro- 
per Septum or Encloſure, without any poſſibility 
of aſcending from the Inferior to the Superior, 
but by the Guidance and Aſſiſtance of the Guar- 
dian Wiſdom, and proper Diſpoſitions in the Diſ- 
ciple. The ſame Truth is moſt expreſſly taught 
in the little Fragment we have of that old Poet 
Phocytides, where ſpeaking of the different Po- 
wers and Faculties, implanted by God, in the 
A | = different 
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ak Specieyiof Katt for: their ow "A = 
SY and 556 he ſays of Man, Aby. 9" tou. 2 
"Y erbearury, chat Reaſon. is his Defence, I 
938 in his natural State; u ere 33 
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| That his true perfection, is that Wiſdom as SF 
comes from above. Naumachius calls this Spi- "oY 
. Tit, Tuxis pa Oaavy, which being united by a 
kind of myſtical Marriage, to the AS orb 
Word: of God, brings forth Conceptions full of 
Light and Glory 
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Suit erte witiala Odea te 


p 8 hereby, that this Spirit of f, is 
the only Faculty in us, that is capable of recei- 
ving the divine Light or heavenſy Wiſdom, as 
ö the natural Eye is of receiving the Light of the 
Sun. This myſterious Communication of divine 
Light to the Soul, is in the Language oſ the Old 
Teſtament, emphatically call'd ZoOia, or Wil- 
dom, and accordingly is in innumerable Places 
of the Books of 706, Proverbs, Pſalms, Wif- 
dom and Beeten, ſpoken of as the Gift of 
God, not to be obtained by the acuteſt Reaſon 
or the cleareſt Head, but is the Reward of Pu- 
rity, Humility 2 Prayer. Thus holy 706, 
chap. xxviii. V. 20. Whence cometh Wiſdom, 
an where i ic the Place of Underſtanding, God 
Sande the Way _— and 9 wy A 
e | 
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Place thereof; and unto Man he ſaid, the Fear 
of the Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to depart* | 
from Evil, is Under ſlanding. But Ch. xxxii, 8. 
he is more expreſs, there zs a Spirit in Man, and 
the Inſpiration of the moi? High, giveth him 
Under ſtanding. All Wiſdom cometh from the 
Lord (faith the Son of Sirach, ch. i. V. I.) and 
is with him for ever, the Word of God moſt 
High is the Fountain of Wiſdom, and her Mays 
are everlaſting Commandments. Upon this 
Principle St. Paul reaſons in his firſt and ſecond 
Chapter in the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
and by this he accounts for the Oppoſition made 
by the wiſe Men, and Diſputers or Free-Thinkers 
of that Age, againſt the Preaching of Chriſt cru- 
cified, and the Doctrines of the Goſpel. For 
he expreſſly pronounces that the $u44:z@», the 
natural or rational Man recerveth not the 
Things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
fooliſhneſs to him, neither can he know them, 
for they are ſpiritually diſcerned. They can 
no more apprehend ſpiritual Truths, than a blind 
Man can lee Colours, or a deaf Man hear Sounds, 
each of them wanting proper Organs to convey 
this Senſation to their Souls. | 
XXXVI. We are not therefore to wonder, that' 
Wits, the Beaux, the Critick, and all the Herd 
of Triflers cavil at this Way of talking, and call 
it Cant and Enthuſiaſm. Were the Doctrine of 
Colours, and the ſeveral beautiful Varieties of 
Lights and Shades ever ſo accurately treated of 
before a Man born blind; or a Lecture in Opticks, 
to be read at a Horſe-· Race, or in a Country — 
Oc 
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both would certainly be voted down as unintellis 
- gible, Jargon and Nonſenſe, whereas were the 
. Eyes of one to be opened, and the Underſtan- 
dings of the others gradually inſtructed and pre- 
pared, they would at once perceive, what no 
Chain of Reaſoning could otherwiſe teach them. 
In ſhort, the Root of all that Scepticiſm and In- 
: fidelity, which at preſent abounds among us, 
and aims at nothing leſs than the. unſettling all. 
Foundations of Religion, is the wickedneſs and 
immorality of Men's Lives. The young, the 
80e the thoughtleſs, who ſhine and flutter a- 
bout this great Town, who enjoy a Fluſh of 
Blood and Fortune, who are in the Bloom and 
Flower of Youth, ſurrounded with Temptations, 
and enchanted with Pleaſures, are not at Leiſure 
to. think gravely and ſerioufly of abſtracted 
Truths; and tho ſometimes under ſome little 
Mortifications of Sickneſs, ill Fortune, Spleen, 
Satiety of Pleaſure, or the Pangs of a Debauch, 
they may be forced to. retire and think whether 
they will or no, yet their Thoughts are then fo 
diſcompoſed and ſuperficial, that they cannot 
enter into the Nature of Things, nor form any 
juſt Concluſions or Reſolutions upon them: Or 
if by Chance they ſhould, they find themſelves 
ſo uneaſy under à Chain of Reflexions, that gall 
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and diſquiet them, that they are forced to ſilence 
the Reproaches of their Conſciences, and by new 
Debauches endeavour to blot out the Remem- 
brance of old ones And in the mean time, as 
their Faculties grow daily more feeble, and their 
ened, thoſe Refievions 
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that once ſtartled them, ſeem to loſe their Force, 
are leſs pungent and affecting; ſo that at laſt 
1 they begin to flight and disbelieve them, and * 
- muſter up all the little Arguments that the De- 
5 vil and corrupt Nature can ſuggeſt that they are 
vain Terrors, mere Bugbears, to fright Children 
and Fools, and as they grow older, and conſe- 
quently leſs able to Sin, and therefore leſs di- 
verted from thinking ſeriouſſy, they are then 
forced to defend and propagate their Infidelity, 
ehat they may by this means quiet their own Con- 
feiences,, and make rhe Cauſe more reputable by 
the Weight and Number of its Patrons and Pro- 
ſelytes. 1 4 N 312 8 5 I | Ro L, - 
XXXVII. Having thus found out the Root of 
the Piſtemper, we may be more eaſily directed 
to the Cure. As a wicked and immoral Life is the 
certain Cauſe: of Infidelity and ſpiritual Blindneſs, 
{0 nothing contributes more to the Perception 
: of Truth, than the living a righteous, remperate, 
: fſoher- and holy Life. And now, Gentlemen, 
|  - ker'ln& addreſs. my ſelf to you as Philoſophers, 
| Lovers of Truth, Enemies to Error and venera- 
ble Supetſtition, as I alfo profeſs my felf to be; 
yout Title and Profeſſion obliges you to prove 
and examine all Things befote you determine 
your Judgments. Let me conjure you, in his 
Name, who is the God of Truth, and by all the 
Regard you bear to that venerable Name, and 
the Dignity of your -own' Underſtandings, that 


vou would at leaſt conſider the Propofal here of- 
fer'd you,” and if you cat be convinced, that 
_ there is any Shadow of 'Rea/0# or probability in 
78112 5 8 it, 
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nx, reſolve to follow it; but by way of Experi- 


ment, renounce your Sins, mortify your Luſts, 
lay aſide your Prejudices, be obedient, innocent, 


7 and ſimple as little Children, and then begin your 
Enquiries anew, ſeek for Wiſdom as Silver, and 

1 dig for her as for hid Treaſures, and you ſhall 
i- certainly find her, for into a malicious Sul, 
en iſdom will not enter, nor dwell in the Buy 
We 2 that is ſubject to Sin. If thou deſire Wiſdom 
n- (ſaith the wiſe Son of Sirach, ch. i. V. 26.) keep 
dy the Commandments and the Lord ſhall give her 
* unto thee; for the Fear of the Lord 1s:Wifaom 
qgnd Inſtruction, and Faith and Meekneſs are 
of bie Delight. Ina Word, thefirſt Rudiments of 
wy. 7 Chriſtian Knowledge are laid in the Heart; do 
he ye, therefore, but punctually live up to the Mo- 
ſs, rality of natural Religion, and that will diſpoſe 
on you by Degrees for Chriſtianity, and that Wil- 
te, dom that cometh from above. Nor is there 
en, any Hazard or Danger in the Experiment, you 
IS, venture nothing that is worth keeping, in purſuit 
ra- of an invaluable Treaſure; you are abridged none 
e; of the real Comforts of Life, but only to enjoy 
ye them in a more rational Manner, and if after all, 
ine the Succeſs: ſhould not anſw er; ſhould there be 


no Truth, no Reality in this ſolemn Affair of Re- 

ligion, ſhould chere be no futute World, no Im- 
mortality of the Soul; why, even then you 5 
could be no Loſers, we ſhould all fink together <4 
into eternal Oblivion, and yan would never re- | 
gret the little Grattfications, if any, that you 
"reſigned in this. But if it ſhould be true, ſhould - 
you find an eternal Inheritance, an incorrupti- 
ma © 
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thoſe who are condemned to loſe this bleſſed 
and to be _ up for ever in Dark: - oy 

„ Miſery and Deſpair ? Sade thenꝭit feu, 

appears, that in the ne View. of-rhe Cale, © the 

Hazard you run, bears no Degree of Proportion, 

to the Prize propoſed; that you venture . 
| | 3 


tenſions to ' Reaſon and common Senſe, if 5 
doubt one Moment which to chule.. 


ro obtain every thing, you muſt air :your P 


